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THE WANDERING GENTILE. By Rathmell Wilson. London: The 
Caxton Bookshop. Price 4s. net. 


Humovr, wit, and a pleasant attitude to the world make Мг, Wilson an 
attractive companion, especially as he prattles here or there in a manner 
likely to make Mrs. Grundy wonder if he is merely naif or intends to irritate 
her. In this lively and scrappy book we see him in Egypt, Palestine, France, 
Algiers, the happy opposite of a tourist set in motion by a professional 
cicerone. We also obtain his portraits of a few clever artistic people with 
scarcely more labour than if we but looked instead of read, and for such 
concision, compatible with informing effect, he is to be praised ore 
rotundo in this profusely wordy land. 

Mr. Wilson's interest іп occultism is real and obviously free from crank- 
ism. He cannot resist saying that there are more curés than cures at 
Lourdes, but he is sensitive to atmosphere. In an amusing essay on 
“ Upper Worldlings," he believes that '' spiritualists are fooled by earth- 
bound spirits." Surely these six or seven words are like brandished 
shillelaghs in spite of Mr. Wilson's natural suavity. Personally I think 
it probable that the vast majority of human males would be spiritually 
unable to shake off the spiritual earth with the physical ''clay." In life 
their religion was no match for the pleasures pouring or trickling through 
the channels of their senses. In death what more natural than to seek to 
revive memory or even renew experiences by contact with the living? 
What more natural than to seek to feel vibrations of sympathy at séances 
if homeless and eerily hungry ? Is this “fooling” ? My question, how- 
ever, leaves the general charm and readableness of Mr. Wilson's work 
unassailed. May his readers gather thereto in battalions. 

W. H. CHESSON. 


THE PAGEANT OF THE YEAR. By Elise Emmons, quthor of Songs 
for All Seasons, etc. Illustrated by Cecil French. London: 
Arthur H. Stockwell, Ltd. 3s. 6d. net. 


“Tur Pageant of the Year” moves musically through the pages of 
Miss Elise Emmons's latest book of verse, which, like its predecessors, 
contains many a gem of purest inspiration, and not a few lilting rhymes 
of gaiety and grace. Miss Emmons always writes from sheer joy in the 
things around her; makes no claim to literary supremacy, but offers her 
simple wares in the Market Place of universal fellowship and goodwill. 
Her poem, ‘The Garment of the Soul,’ is expressive of this sentiment, 
and reveals the author at her best. It is a truly beautiful poem. 

The artistic pencil of Mr: Cecil French has contributed some characteris- 
tically allegorical illustrations of the months in their zodiacal aspect, 
which will appeal to those who interpret life by the starry signs. 


Ерїтн К. HARPER. 
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A LITTLE Book WITH A GREAT MESSAGE. By F. HESLOP. 
Author of “Speaking Across the Border-line.” oth Edition. Paper cover 2/- ; 
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THE LAND OF MIST 

By Sir ARTHUR Conan DOYLE. 
“ This is one of the best ghost stories with which I am familiar."—W. L. 
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interesting.'"—G. К; Chesterton in the Illustrated London News, 
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NOTES OF THE MONTH 


THE mystical interpretation of the alchemical tradition has 
always exercised a strong attraction for the Western mind, and 
to many an aspiring soul has proved a way of illumination. With 
Jacob Boehme, for instance, one of the greatest of Christian 
seers, spiritual regeneration; with its corresponding alchemical 
changes in the physical form, was a pivotal doctrine. That 
spiritual unfoldment should proceed without any parallel physical 
change seems on the face of it unlikely. The very body of the 
mystic is refined by the passage of currents from the spiritual 
realms. Much of the trouble of the mystic in his arduous ascent 
of the Ladder of Perfection arises from the unresponsiveness and 
inertia of the physical frame. Even the supreme ordeal of the 
“ dark night of the soul" has to some extent a foundation in 
physiology. When spiritual unfoldment outstrips physical 
adjustment, nervous distress is inevitable. The case of those 
misguided individuals who would seek, by forced inducement 
of physiological change, to bring about the conditions necessary 
for the manifestation of spiritual power, and thus to steal fire 
from heaven, is still harder. It is not necessary, however, to 
dwell upon that point here. 
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In the following words, the author of a noteworthy text-book 
on the subject* sets forth the aim and scope of her. message: 


“ This book goes forth to reveal the processes of regeneration 
to those ready to receive the operation of the 
THE MYSTERIES „n. . a Sei 
Divine Will, accomplishing the purpose of the 
OF . : ; 
Scd Father. Even as the ideas herein contained 
: ^ have been committed to the author, with 
evidences of their truth, so she commits them unto the reader, 
knowing that the Spirit of Truth brings to fruition its own qualities 
of Being at the time appointed.” 


She further explains that “ the conscious realisation of God 
as the one power and presence is something more than a meta- 
physical deduction based upon mental theory. Only those 
ready to lose their lives for the Christ's sake will gain the living 
consciousness of all the forces of being, through meeting the 
attack of antichrist liberated in the absolute movement of God 
at the end of mortality. . . . It is the author's conviction that 
the Lord is gathering out His own, preparatory toward establish- 
ing a new order of life and being. When and how the revealed 
results will come, we can only know at its revelation. But тапу of 
the signs to attend the world’s end, as recorded in Scripture, have 
been witnessed, not alone in such dreams and visions as some 
have received, but in actual manifestation in the physical heavens 
and in the nature of man." 


That a special call is being sounded at this epoch is a con- 
viction which is being more and more firmly established as the 
days pass by. The “ children of discernment” would do well 
to watch alertly, and not to be led by mere obscurity of literary 
style into underestimating the value of the word that comes from 
the mouth of the messenger. 


In the chapter dealing with “ Racial Progression” the 
following significant, if somewhat involved, paragraph occurs : 

“When forms reach their limit of progression in any cycle, 
universal calamities quickly destroy them, thus piling up their 
energies on the spiritual plane, giving rise to influxes of spiritual 
enlightenment and advancement. Body is progressed at the 
expense of spirit, and spirit at the expense of body, until, when 
equality of progression is reached, both spirit and body come 
under the primal creative law, and a new state of mind and 
body is identified. Forms are specifically progressed through 


* The Science of Love, with Key to Immortaliiy. Ida Mingle. 
Chicago : School of Liveable Christianity, 108-9, еы а ‹ 
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re-embodiments, while spirit is progressed through reincarnations. 
Neither the re-embodied entity nor the reincarnated ego is 
eternal as to person, though the underlying qualities of con- 
sciousness are eternal when Christed. This is to say that neither 
‘ John Jones’ nor ‘ John the Baptist’ is eternal as person, for 
only egos gaining the Christ consciousness are eternal in identity. 
These receive the God-name or character at their redemption 
and enter into the Godhead, becoming one with the Father- 
Mother-Son. This attainment is not of this world, but is that 
which transcends the ego into the next world of conscious- 


” 


noB c os i 

The doctrine of soul-mates occupies a prominent place in our 
author's scheme of metaphysics Her idea, however, 
is not entirely in line with that of Oliphant as expounded 
in his Sympneumata. The masculine and feminine 
qualities of consciousness are innate in each ego. “ The attain- 
ment of the male and female qualities of consciousness is the 
goal of life. The mergence of the two poles of one's nature, т.е. 
the male and the female, is the unity of the two that invites the 
action of the One (Christ) to fashion and make the ideal Man- 
Woman." This process of soul-mating, to use the term by which 
the author designates this recovery of unity, “ іѕ the means by 
which all sense of duality is for ever swallowed up in oneness with 
Christ. . . . But the mystery of soul-mates is revealed to con- 
Sciousness only when the star of Christ has arisen to illumine the 
darkness of mortality with the light of truth.” 


Chastity and virginity respectively are postulated as neces- 
sary stages through which incarnating egos at some stage of 
their upward climb must pass to a realization of their essential 
oneness in Christ. Some hard sayings are to be found in the 
section devoted to the subject of soulmates. “ Man is dead 
in trespasses and sins until he has overcome the desires of the 
sex consciousness in any of its forms of expression." Miss 
Mingle, however, is prepared to admit that the path of outgoing, 
the downward arc, is as necessary in the great journey of the soul 
as the upward arc or path of return. What she here says applies 
of course to the soul whose feet have been set upon the path of 
spiritual realisation. “To yearn for the love of another signifies 
that one has not yet cognised the love of the mate of himself within, 
as the source of happiness and satisfaction." 


Some startling possibilities as regards a perfected humanity 
in the dim future are suggested in the following passages : 


SOUL- 
MATES 
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“ There is but one legitimate motive of being, and that is to 
manifest the character of God ; to be perfect even as the Father 
in heaven is perfect. Let the ego set himself in desire to be what 
God would have him to be, and he opens the door to the powers 
and capacities of godlikeness, inherent in consciousness, and 
comes into transformation of the whole man. Mastery of 
thought and word follows the consecration of motives and desires 
to God; this unearths, automatically, the regenerative laws 
implanted in the will, which, when liberated, transmute the seed 
of the physical organism out of its animal tendency into the 
human, and in turn into the divine. When the seed is in any 
degree controlled, being uplifted as usages of good take the place 
of usages of evil, humanity of consciousness appears, and fraternity 
and good will characterise the earthly relations of people. 


“The seed of man will remain in him when the law of Trans- 
mutation has fulfilled its purpose and man is established in а 
sinless state. The law of Transmutation is the law of the Cross. 
When the separated masculine and feminine energies are reversed 
and their unity effected in Christ by means of the Cross, and 
matter is transformed into spiritual energies, the centres of the 
spiritual body are opened, and the spiritual powers allowed to 
flow toward the circumference, thus endowing the external 
nature of man with consciousness of the ecstasies of Eden, or 
inward nature. The redeemed organism will no longer generate 
seed of propagative nature, for with the woman (soul) principle 
enthroned, the menses will disappear in woman, and the tendency 
of the male to reproduce seed will be likewise destroyed. The 
function of the Word will be spiritual and promotive of life, 
rather than material and promotive of death, in those restored 
to their virginal-seed state. . . . 


“When the male is with the female, and there is neither male 
nor female, the kingdom of heaven is gained. When the dual 
Seed or Word potencies are no longer separated as sexes, but 
united as one in the Lord, the function of love will be creative 
rather than propagative, and the Son of God shall have 
destroyed the works of the devil; that is, wisdom and love of 
God will supersede the propensities of the carnal nature, which 
has passed with the dissolution of matter." 


By way of reply to the very natural query that arises in the 
mind of the reader in regard to these statements— what will 
become of the race when such conditionsare universally prevalent ? 
—the author counters with another question, where will be the 
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necessity for incarnation when human evolution has reached its 
goal? Is earth-life such a satisfactory state of existence that 
nothing more desirable can be conceived? That the race will 
ever lack means for the provision of physical vehicles in unthink- 
able. While the need for physical manifestation exists, the power 
to produce physical forms will remain. 


The whole system of regenerative philosophy as developed 
in this work centres round the Christ. Christ is regarded as a 
cosmic principle, and a distinction is made between this Christ 
principle and Jesus, also looked upon in the light of an imper- 
sonal force. “Christ is God's will to be, while Jesus is Man's 
willto be. Christ is the will to be Man, while Jesus is the will 
to be god, the two uniting in Jesus Christ. . . . Christ is the will 
of God descending, while Jesus is the will of Man ascending. The 
two, polarised, produce the result of the will of God, or divine 
being. Jesus Christ is divinity and humanity, or God and Man, 
united as one, and reveals both heaven and earth in righteous 
relation." 


It will be noted that Man (with a capital letter) is used to 
indicate regenerate humanity and the word without a capital is 
used to denote the average '' unregenerate " human being as he 
exists to-day. 


Some deeply esoteric truths in regard to mystical alchemy are 
enshrined in perhaps purposely obscure language. 


: “While the revelation of the body of Christ (Christ Jesus) 
is individualised as the members of One Body, yet the means by 
which this body is revealed is operative in the microcosmic 
centre. Jesus is the Lord identity of the essences of divinity, 
and is himself the ‘ bread from heaven,’ that is, the aggregated 
substance of the Lord's body. The dissemination of this sub- 
stance-body into humanity is a mystical procedure, operative by 
means of the cross of Christ, and can be known only to the 
disciples. . . . The law of Transmutation operates in the Jesus 
centre in which matter has been dematerialised and the substance 
of the Lord's body, in Divine Will, has been formed. 


== The substance generated in the organism through the action 
-of God's will to be, or spiritual law, is the Virgin Mary or Mother 
element. At its appearance it is embraced by Jesus Christ, in 


which is God’s whole spirit, the redeemed body being the fruit 
of this celestial nuptial.” s : 


As will have already been seen, the general tendency is to inter- 
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pret Biblical terms allegorically, and the question as to whether 
Jesus ever existed in the flesh is dealt with in the following manner 


“ The query as to whether Jesus existed in the flesh is answered 
for one who realises that without a centre of consciousness in 
humanity through which the principles of God are projected, 
there would be no knowledge of God and no consciousness of Man 
In reality, there would be no manifestation of God and His powers, 


they being expressed by means of consciousness (Man: humanity), 


except they were embodied by persons in the race whose function 
is spiritual rather than material in the service they render.” 


In regard to the growing expectation of a Second Coming, the 
following expression of the author’s views is not without interest : 


“The world of humanity is greatly in expectation toward 
the coming again of Jesus Christ, and many well-meaning souls 
anticipate beholding him in the flesh even as he walked the earth 
as of yore in the identity of Jesus. Jesus Christ will come again, 
but will be the revelation of the universal Body of Christ, the 
offspring of the Bride or Mother, who fulfils in the second coming 
the work of the first coming. Scripture indicates that as Jesus 
disappeared he will again appear. He disappeared above the 
plane of matter as a living spirit, and he appears again above the 
plane of matter as a living spirit. He disappeared in incorruptible 
flesh, and he appears again in incorruptible flesh. He disappeared 
in ‘clouds of glory’ and he comes again on the clouds from 
heaven, that is, in the chaotic disorders of consciousness which 
must precede the establishment of a new order.” 


Within the compass of the eleven-hundred and more pages of 
this remarkable volume is to be found, by those who are sufficiently 
in earnest to study it rather than merely peruse it, a deeply occult 
interpretation of the Christian Scriptures. But the author 
herself points out that while it is a text-book to be studied in order 
to develop the knowledge of deep principles, the spiritual truths 
here enunciated, unlike intellectual principles, are understood 
through the indwelling Spirit. “Spiritual unfoldment," she 
says, “is of the heart rather than of the head, though the two 
unite to form Truth, the consciousness gained in the outworking 
of the divine principles." 

The first day of the new year witnessed the passing out of the 

OR physical form of a prominent and highly respected 
Xii figure in occult circles—Madame Isabelle de Steiger. 
Ранее Although an old lady of ninety, her mental facul- 
ties remained alert and active tillsheend. Only a few 
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days before her death from pneumonia I received a long com- 
munication of eleven full pages in her own handwriting, dealing 
with the subject of alchemy, and in defence of the views of her 
old friend the late Mrs. Atwood, author of A Suggestive Enquiry 
into the Hermetic Philosophy. 


Few people probably have had a wider experience of the 
many different branches of occultism and psychical research 
than had Madame de Steiger. Spiritualistic, theosophical, 
anthroposophical, hermetic and rosicrucian circles were each 
in varying degrees and at different periods the focus of her 
activities. The earliest days of the Theosophical Society in 
England found her in close touch with Madame Blavatsky and 
Mr Sinnett. Only with the formation of the inner Theosophical 
group, now known as the E.S.T., were her sympathies to some 
extent alienated. Of unusual mental independence, she refused 
to shackle herself with anything in the nature of what she con- 
sidered to be a dogma. Quite honestly she felt, when the ques- 
tion arose as to signing a pledge of obedience to the “ Masters,” 
that she was unable to take this course. With a decided leaning 
towards the Christian tradition, Madame de Steiger found herself 
in a similar position, with regard to the theosophical mahatmas, 
to that of her intimate friend Dr. Anna Kingsford, by whom the 
existence of the ‘‘ Masters " was regarded as “© possible, but not 
proven." 


Between Madame de Steiger and Anna Kingsford a deep 
bond of affection subsisted. For Eaward Maitland she also 
cherished a high regard, and few things annoyed her more than 
the mischievous tittle-tattle with regard to the relationship 
between him and Mrs. Kingsford. As a matter of fact, the state 
of Anna Kingsford’s health was apparently such that it was 
deemed inadvisable for her to go about much alone. The duties 
of the Reverend Algernon Kingsford, who was very devoted to 
his wife, kept him for the most part away from London, so that 
it was arranged that Mr. Maitland, his personal friend and a 
distant relative of his wife’s, and some years her senior, should 
take charge of her during his absence. The death of Anna 
Kingsford at a comparatively early age appears to have affected 
Madame de Steiger with profound grief. 


A salient feature of Madame de Steiger's philosophy was the 
doctrine of spiritual regeneration in its various forms. This 
theme finds expression again and again, both in her fugitive 
articles and papers, and in her more formal works such as Ой a 
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Gold Basis and Super Humanity. During the latter part of her 
life, she was much influenced by the teaching of Dr. Steiner, in 
which may doubtless be found another proof of the strong bias 
in favour of the Western as against the Eastern tradition which 
characterised her mental outlook. 


A frank and outspoken nature, in combination with a generous 
disposition, caused Madame de Steiger, it is to be feared, to be as 
heartily disliked in some quarters as she was warmly regarded in 
others. Judging from some of the comments in her Memorabilia 
which Messrs. Rider & Co. will be publishing this spring, she 
could be as cordial in her expression of appreciation of the good 
in those with whom she came in contact, as she could be unsparing 
in her criticism of what she believed to be unjust or otherwise 
worthy of her disapprobation. 


Besides her interest in mystical, occult and psychic matters, 
Madame de Steiger was keenly appreciative of music and un- 
swervingly devoted to art. As an artist, indeed, she attained no 
little distinction, even though the much coveted “ R.A.” was 
denied her. It is interesting in this connection to note that there 
is presumably in existence somewhere in the Theosophical head- 
quarters at Adyar a portrait of the Master Morya, which she 
painted for Colonel Olcott from a sketch, or rather the photo- 
graph of a sketch supplied by him for the purpose. Madame de 
Steiger had every reason to suppose that the picture reached its 
destination, but she records her great disappointment at having 
received no acknowledgment of her generous gift. That the 
sorrows and disillusionments, the joys and achievements of so 
long and active a life, however, will yield a rich harvest for the 
Ego’s transmutation into still greater power for service, who can 
doubt ? Even in the case of those who loved her best, we feel 
sure the sense of loss will be overshadowed by the calm satis- 
faction to be derived from contemplating a course well run. 


In a recent issue of this magazine, reference was made in the . 


section devoted to Periodical Literature to a communication 


made by Mr. James M. Pryse to the Canadian Theosophist for 
September 1926. 


** We note with satisfaction," says the writer of this Section, 
“that Mr. J. M. Pryse's contribution to the 

ТЕР THE sscnpr Canadian Theosophist on the subject of the 
pov Secret Doctrine is reprinted in the Theosophi- 

cal Review. According to an old accusation 
brought forward in Theosophical circles which are hostile 
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to Adyar, when a day came for reprinting the magnum opus 
of H. P. B., Mrs. Besant and Mr. G. R. S. Mead tampered with 
the text, making unwarranted changes in the manuscript of the 
third volume and suppressing a fourth. It happens fortunately 
that Mr. Pryse, whom we remember, had charge at the time of 
the printing office connected with the Society, and supervised 
the work of printing. He testifies that the work of revision was 
confined to (т) the correction of typographical errors overlooked 
in earlier editions; (2) mistakes arising from the fact that the 
original MS. had not been ‘ properly prepared’ for press. . 

As regards the fourth volume, only a few pages were found, 
but it is thought that it was intended to contain the E.S. instruc- 
tions of H. P. B., and they were added to the third volume. The 
mendacious charge has been repeated so often in print and by 
word ot mouth that we are glad to do what is possible on our 
own part that it may be put to silence henceforth and for ever.” 


So far as it goes, this avowal on the part of Mr. Pryse con- 
stitutes indeed a source of profound satisfaction. “ As I was 
for four years in the London headquarters, had charge of the 
printing office, and printed the revised Secret Doctrine, I naturally 
had every opportunity to know the facts," he says. He then 
proceeds to state that “ по changes were made by Mr. Mead or 
Mrs. Besant except such as should have been made in the original 
manuscript before printing." What could be better calculated 
to silence the charge of unwarranted tampering than this? 
Unhappily, it is difficult to know what value to place on the 
testimony ef this witness, since he stands convicted out of his 
own mouth of having expressed diametrically opposite views to 
those embodied in the above unequivocal statements. Writing 
in the American magazine Theosophy (successor to the late Mr. 
Judge’s magazine, The Path) for September, 1897, Mr. Pryse, over 
his own signature, stated that : 


“Those who have compared the first editions of Volumes I 
andII with the Third and Revised Edition know the deadly results 
of Mr. Mead's and Mrs. Besant's ‘editing.’ It is deeply to be 
regretted that H. P. B. left no directions concerning her posthu- 
mous works, and that, dying intestate, her heirs should have 
permitted her valuable manuscripts to fall into the hands of 
individuals who have not scrupled to mutilate her iiterary work 
under the bald pretence of correcting ‘ errors of form’ and have 
sought to decry her in insulting prefaces and notes. Errors she 
undoubtedly committed, but for every needed correction her 
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editors have made a score of unwarrantable changes, often per- 
verting the sense and obscuring the text, while many of the 
‘improvements’ they have made in her English are more than 
questionable. Fortunately Volumes I and II may hereafter 
be reprinted from the first and unrevised edition, but it is to be 


feared that Volume III is practically lost to the world, hopelessly 
mutilated as it now is.” 


One or other of these flatly contradictory statements must be 
untrue. Which is it? “ A comparison of the original edition 
itself with the ' Third and Revised Edition,’ " says Theosophy* 
(Los Angeles), will answer this question. “ Scarce a page of that 
comparison but will prove from one to a score of corruptions." 


An informative communication from the Hon. Mrs. Davy 
which appears in the correspondence column of the present issue 
of this magazine, offers further information, if such were neces- 
sary, to enable the reader to draw his own conclusions in regard 
to this question. Averse as we are to entering the field of theo- 
sophical politics, if we may be permitted the use of such an 
expression, the interests of justice seem to demand that this point 
should be given the fullest publicity, and every opportunity 
be afforded to those who sincerely desire to acquaint themselves 
with the truth, to come into possession of the necessary data 
upon which to form a judgment. 


THE EDITOR. 


* December 1926 issue 


OCCULT FACTS AND FANCIES 
By E. A. CHAYLOR 


THE injunction to ‘ prove all things’ is of wide application, 
but it has special significance for the student in those fields 
of research which we designate by the general term ‘ occult.’ 
Such a one should examine for himself—he should beware of 
accepting the statements of others merely because they have 
achieved a reputation, or occupy positions of prominence as 
popular leaders. Modern reputations are usually the result 
of clever advertising. 


Hundreds are deflected from the path of true knowledge by 
reason of a blind adherence to personalities. They forget that 
the first qualification is Discrimination—a faculty to be used 
every hour of every day, and not to be merely talked about. 
That ‘ Mr. So-and-So says it’ is sufficient for these self-deluded 
ones. 


People of this type will tell you (in extenuation) that, having 
no psychic ability of their own, they are unable to prove for 
themselves the validity of the statements they would accept. 
The reply to that is—For the vital issues, the things which are of 
real importance, psychic power or vision is not needed: all 
that we need is common sense and a knowledge of the Law. 


When an occultist uses the expressions ‘natural Law’ or 
' Divine Law’ he has in mind something much more significant 
than the average person usually understands by that term. Law, 
in the sense in which he uses the word, is much more than a rule 
of conduct or a method of operation. Divine Law is a statement 
in terms of the conditions under which manifestation becomes 
possible, and of the essential nature of the things or conditions 
manifested. 


To say that the Law of Gravitation is the cause of an apple 
falling to the ground, is not strictly correct. The apple does 
not fall in obedience to a certain rule which governs the motion 
of a detached ‘inanimate’ body. The Law is, because the apple 
falls. That is to say, Gravitation is a statement or revelation 
of certain essential conditions which govern manifestation on the 
physical plane. To the superficial thinker this may seem like a 
distinction without a difference, but that difference, which 
escapes the notice of the majority, is of real importance when we 
attempt to study occult truths. 
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In this sense then, we may state that every plane of being is 
subject to divine Law. Furthermore, as we advance in know- 
ledge we shall come to realise that these Laws are not complex 
in their essence, but exceedingly simple. Also we shall learn 
that the great fundamental laws of Nature operate unfailingly 
and without exception upon every plane of manifestation, from 
the highest to the lowest. 


| The Septenary Law, and the Law of Analogy are amongst 

| those facts of manifested being which are invariable and unfailing 

| upon all planes. It is because of the existence of these funda- 

| mental Laws, and his knowledge of them, that the occultist is 

able to work ‘ from the universal to the particular,’ thus inverting 

the slow and uncertain methods of the modern scientific investi- 

1 gator, who prefers to work from the particular to the universal. 

The former starts with a groundwork of certain knowledge; the 

other must depend upon the uncertain triad of premise, inference, 
and deduction. 


For the occultist these two primary Laws provide an unfailing 
test, a measuring-rod against which he may lay any observed 
fact, any statement, any hypothesis. If he does this he may 
know at once, and without doubt, the validity or otherwise of 
that which he is considering. There are many subjects upon 
which the greatest confusion of thought exists, and these form 
the basis of innumerable articles, of addresses, and of many 
published books of pseudo-occultists of different schools. The 
result is a mass of half-truths and conflicting statements from 
which the discriminating seeker after truth must winnow an 
occasional grain from a super-abundance of chaff. 


One of the most widely discussed of these subjects is that 
of after-death conditions, and in this connection the most ' 
empirical statements are made by ‘authoritative’ persons or 
Schools. There is no doubt that those who make such statements 
rely largely upon the fact (as they think) that no one can prove 
them to be wrong. They are ignorant of, or have forgotten, the 


| г existence of ће Law of Analogy, and the sevenfold nature of all 
| | manifestation. 


j 

at For obvious reasons orthodox theological conceptions may 

ur p be left without comment, but we will consider such ideas as are 
ES i current among Theosophists and certain ‘ Rosicrucian’ Frater- 

m nties, for these may be taken as representing the high-water mark 

"E 1 of exoteric thought on the subject. A study of the writings and 

M | teachings recently put forward by the leaders of these schools 
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will lead us to certain general conclusions, and it may be noted 
that both these bodies are in agreement as regards the broad 
outlines of their beliefs. Without labouring details, their 
accepted teachings may be epitomised as follows : 


At ‘death’ the etheric body withdraws from the dense 
physical body and thus becomes the lowest vehicle of conscious- 
ness. After a longer or shorter interval, consciousness is with- 
drawn from the etheric vehicle and the man, in his astral body, 
becomes a dweller in the astral world for a comparatively long 
time.* This is a period of purgation during which the man reaps 
the psychic harvest he has sown in the physical life just closed. 
From the astral plane, the egoic consciousness—the real man— 
passes successively through the various sub-planes of the mental 
world, while the cast-off astral body (or shell) finally disintegrates, 
as did the etheric and dense physical bodies. Ultimately the 
conscious entity reaches the Causal plane, the true home of 
the ego, and remains there ‘ working up experience into faculty ’ 
until he goes out again upon another cycle of incarnation. 


We are thus presented with a picture of the central conscious- 
ness (or Ego) withdrawing from its outer vehicles successively 
and in the order of their density, and we are informed that this 
withdrawal of the life-principle is followed by the complete dis- 
integration of the vehicles in question after a longer or shorter 
period. Let us now see how far these statements are in agree- 
ment with the universal laws of manifestation. 


The theory is admittedly a good one; it is good because it 
contains about 75 per cent. of truth, and so is in apparent agree- 
ment with those facts which are considered in relation to it. 
There are, however, other facts which are not brought into the 
argument at all, but are prudently kept in the background. 
Two of these facts are the fundamental and unvarying Laws 
previously referred to—the Septenary Law, and the Law of 
Analogy. 

Careful analysis will show us that the 'steps-and-stairs ' 
theory of successive withdrawals and complete disintegrations 
will not square with those divine Laws which govern all matter 
- upon all planes of manifestation. 

All manifestation is seven-fold in its nature, and this divine 
SEVEN is separable into the THREE and the FOUR, the triad 
and the quarternary. In the universal Scale there are the Seven 
Primary Rays, the Seven Cosmic Planes, and the seven lower 

* Some have stated for about twice the length of the ordinary physical life. 
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(or manifested) planes: also the seven principles or vehicles 
which constitute the perfect man in manifestation. From 
highest to lowest, in every instance and on all planes, the cor- 
respondence is complete. There is no divergence, there can 
be no divergence from the Universal Law, for the sufficient reason 
that were divergence possible, upon even the lowest sub- 
plane of manifestation, the result would be disharmony and chaos 
—Supreme Being would be disorganised; the Eternal, the 
Changeless, the Sure, would become temporary, fluctuating and 
uncertain. 


It is plainly necessary that we be willing to put aside, or at 
least investigate closely, our incomplete theories, and impartially 
study the bearing of these two primary and universal Laws of 
Being upon the subject under consideration. Man is a seven- 
fold being, and for our present purpose we may mentally sub- 
divide the seven into the three and the four—the Ego or Triad 
which forms the Higher Self, and the lower quarternary which 
composes the personal or lower self. These facts are generally 
recognised, but what is too often ignored or lost sight of, is the 
fact that each of man’s seven vehicles is itself of a seven-fold 
nature: this gives us forty-nine sub-divisions, and, by the Law 
of Analogy, exactly corresponds with the forty-nine sub-planes 
of manifestation. 


During life, 7.¢., physical incarnation, Man is a complete 
entity, and were his powers fully developed he possesses the 
means of functioning on all planes. Death is the periodical with- 
drawal of the Ego from the four lower planes of manifestation, 
but that withdrawal is not complete in the sense usually under- 
stood and taught in the before-mentioned schools. Their error 
lies in the statement that the Egoic consciousness withdraws 
completely (after a longer or shorter interval) from each of its 
four lower vehicles, and that these vehicles are fully and finally 
dissolved by subsequent disintegration. 


As we already know, the Egoic consciousness (a triad) des- 
cends into and takes possession of his four lower vehicles when 
the time for another experience in the physical world has come. 
That is to say, ' The Three falls into the Four. (S.D. Let 
us examine this process with a little more detail, and so avoid 
later misconceptions. That which ‘falls into the four’ is not a 
vehicle, nor anything related to the Rupa or form levels: it is 
the Life-Essence or Principle of the Ego. This is projected 
downwards (or outwards) through the four lower planes or states 
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of matter and consciousness. In its passage it draws to itself 
such atoms of the several planes as are attracted to it by vibra- 


‚ tional affinity—the positive Life-Force or Essence attracts the 


(relatively) negative atom or form. 

It is this principle which is involved in the rebuilding of a 
planet or world from its ‘ laya-centre' and which is referred to 
in the Secret Doctrine. Students would do well to consider 
just what a laya-centre really is. In effect, it is that nucleus 
of permanent form which exists perpetually upon every plane of 
manifestation. That is to say, the form is permanent during 
the major cycle or manvantara. Whether we are considering the 
life-history of a world, a human being, or a single atom is im- 
material, for in each and all cases the process is the same. The 
informing consciousness first revivifies the existing laya-centre 
of the previous form, and then builds upon and around it the new 
form. 


The question now arises—at what level or upon what sub- 
plane do we find the laya-centres of forms upon any given plane ? 
In all cases it is found at the level of the fifth sub-plane, counting 
upwards from the densest or outermost and regarding it as the 
first. For this statement we have a full and exact corrobora- 
tion in the Law of Analogy. In the case of Man, as a complete 
being, we know that the Ego exists permanently upon the fifth 
(or Causal) plane—not sub-plane—so that the Ego may be 
considered as the laya-centre of the complete man. It is the re- 
latively permanent starting-point for the building of fresh forms 
on lower planes with every new cycle of incarnation. 


In exactly the same way, the fifth sub-plane preserves the 
laya-centre which is the starting-point of every new form built 
up of the materials of that plane. It is the home of the ‘ per- 
manent atom ' of each plane, and the permanent atom itself may 
be considered to be the nucleus of the nucleus—the centre of the 
laya-centre. 


Exactly the same thing occurs to the atom in that process 
which has been termed ‘transmutation.’ The life-force with- 
draws from the four lower or outer expressions (these are 
Prithivi, Apas, Vayu and Tejas) and passes into the Akashic, 
or fifth state, which again corresponds to the causal plane in 
the case of the Ego, and is the permanent laya-centre of the atom. 
The life-force then re-combines the four other elements at a 
higher or lower rate of vibration, with the result that a different 
form or material is produced. As the process is identical in the 
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case of a world or of a single atom, are we justified in imagining 
that Man is an exception to Universal Law? He is composed 
of the same elements, and the Law on all planes is invariable. 


It therefore follows that the process of metamorphosis must 
also be the same in all cases, and we are justified in making the 
following statement. At the moment of ‘ death’ consciousness 
withdraws from the four lower sub-planes of each of the four lower 
planes. On the three higher sub-planes of each plane it still 
persists, to the extent necessary to hold together or perpetuate 
the laya-centre of that plane. If this were not so, the so-called 
“permanent atom’ and its surrounding aggregate could not 
exist as a distinct vehicle or form —there could be no laya-centre, 
as its component parts would have been dispersed. In every 
case, and on all planes, atoms are only held together by the 
action of an informing life-principle. Every occultist knows that 
Consciousness is Life, and vice-versa. In this case it is the con- 
sciousness of the Ego, and that alone, which causes the per- 
sistence of the laya-centre from incarnation to incarnation. 


Let us consider the matter from still another angle. We 
know that all manifestation is seven-fold, and that every com- 
pleted form on every plane is therefore seven-fold in its nature 
and expression. Man, while in physical incarnation, is a complete 
entity, possessing seven vehicles—one for each plane of mani- 
festation. He is a complete human being, and that condition 
persists for the full term of his incarnation. Similarly, the Ego 
is a complete egoic form or entity, and must, for the full term or 
life-cycle of the Ego, maintain and retain a seven-fold mode of 
expression. This means that the Ego must retain its individual 
mode of expression upon each of the seven planes of manifesta- 
tion for the whole Cycle of its Egoic existence. Were this not so, 
were the Ego to lack for one single instant contact with, and a 
mode of expression in, any one of its seven planes of manifesta- 
tion, it would be incomplete. 


In that case the condition of the Ego would be analagous 
to that of the personality if, every month or so, it had to lose its 
outer and dense physical form and exist on the higher sub-planes 
of the physical in, say, a gaseous condition. As this is not so 
with the personality, what grounds have we for the assumption 
that the Ego, the Individuality, must suffer periodically such a 
grotesque and un-natural limitation? No! as long as any form, 
be it that of a planet or an atom, a man or a deva, remains in 
manifestation, that form is sevenfold in its nature and expression. 
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The Ego is no exception to the general Law : so long as He 
remains an Ego he retains the ability and the means for expression 
on each of the seven planes of manifestation, At the death of the 
personality, the lower quarternary, the Ego withdraws His life-force 
from the four lower sub-planes of each of the four lower planes, 
but He retains His means of expression and action on the three 
higher sub-planes of these. Therefore, and ih that way, He 
remains Himself complete, untouched, and sevenfold as 
an Ego. 


From ‘ The Secret Doctrine’ we know that ‘ the Three falls 
into the Four’ and this fact applies to planes and to sub-planes 
equally. It therefore follows that the ‘Three’ must later 
withdraw from the ‘ Four,’ and this also applies to both planes 
and to sub-planes: thus the Law of Analogy and the Septenary 
Law are fulfilled, and are in accordance with the statement here 
advanced. 


Another and most important point is the fact that the with- 
drawal of the life-forces by the Ego from the four lower levels 
of each of the four planes is a rapid process, begun and com- 
pleted without break or intermission. On these lower levels 
conscious life is extinguished very soon after the ‘ death’ of the 
physical body: at that time they perish, so far as intelligent 
conscious existence is concerned, and only the ‘shell’ remains 
until such time as its atoms are dispersed. The thoughtful 
reader will see that this involves issues which are far-reaching 
and of immense importance—the whole question of purgatorial 
after-death experience will need to be revised. The truth is, 
that ' the sins of the body’ i.e., the lower quarternary, are ex- 
piated not in a discarnate condition as is invariably taught, but 
in corresponding vehicles and upon their respective sub-planes 
in a subsequent incarnation. 


In ‘ The Mahatma Letters ' on page ror, occurs the following, 
written by the Master K.H. “ And while the Karma of evil steps 
aside for the time being, to follow him in his future earth-reincarna- 
tion, he brings along with him but the Karma of his good deeds, 
words and thoughts into this Deva-Chan " Andagain, in the same 
paragraph—‘‘ They will have to pay for their sins, voluntary 
and involuntary, later on." (italics mine). These words are signifi- 
cant and will repay very careful study. Those who have spread 
the commonly accepted ideas on the question of astral plane 
purgatorial experiences, will have to explain why it is that the 
discarnate entity must “pay for his sins later on’ (i.e., after 
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re-emerging from Devachan) if they have already been worked 
out on the astral plane at the close of the last earth-life. 


The true explanation is to be found in the fact that the nucleus 
of all retributive Karma remains in the * laya-centres retained’ 
by the Ego on the lower planes, and is rendered operative only 
when the Ego revivifies them for a succeeding incarnation. It is 
then worked out by the new principles on the four lower sub- 
planes of each of the four lower planes. Here it may be well to 
point out that we are considering only those cases in which the 
normal procedure is followed: in cases of unusual depravity or 
of suicide other issues are involved, and it is largely owing to the 
fact that these have been confused with the normal course, that 
wrong ideas have been circulated. 


The student is advised to work out for himself the bearing 
of these facts upon the vexed question of ‘identity’ in the 
matter of spiritual messages and phenomena generally. In this 
connection the Master K.H. writes: “ .. . but you are mis- 
taken when adding to the above assurance that ‘ the spirits of 
the departed hold direct pyschic communication with Souls that 
are still connected with a human body—for they do not. The 
relative position of the inhabited worlds in our solar system 
would alone preclude such a possibility. . . . However etherial 
and purified of gross matter they may be, the pure Spirits are 
still subject to physical and universal laws of matter; they 
cannot, if even they would, span the abyss that separates their 
world from ours.” (Mahatma Letters, page 45.) Note the state- 
ment that the spirit is still subject Zo physical and universal laws 
of matter. 


The presentation of these facts will be new to most people 
—so new as to come as a revelation, but they are in agreement 
with the unswerving Law. It may be objected that neither H.P.B. 
nor the Masters have given these details before, but it should 
be remembered that, while much is given, something must always 
be withheld. The facts which have been partly explained above 
are common knowledge to every Initiate, but for good reasons they 
have not until now been given out publicly; they have been 
known only to those who stand within the circle of Initiation. Now, 
and for the first time, it is permitted to publish them at large. 
Hitherto those who knew kept silence. But others, boasting a 
knowledge they have never possessed, have not kept silence. In 
order to grasp and keep personal power and position they have 
transgressed the elementary rules of Right Thought and Right 
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Action, palming off upon their less instructed followers as Occult 
Truth their own imaginings. 

It is not a question of the validity of the present contentions 
versus those other statements, but of a conflict between the 
generally accepted teachings and the known facts of Universal Law. 
The writer merely points out those discrepancies which others 
seem to have overlooked. The current teachings are as erroneous 
and unverifiable as were the statements advanced (and still main- 
tained by certain Theosophical writers) in the famous Mars- 
Mercury discussion. Strangely enough exactly the same principle 
is at stake—in both instances their teachings violate the Septenary 
Law of manifestation. This being so (and it is so) how are we to 
regard those claims to seer-ship and advanced occult standing, 
claims which if genuine involve a knowledge of these truths? It 
is an interesting question, far-reaching in its effects, and worthy 
the consideration of every thinking man. 


The time has come when humanity must prepare to take a 
step forward in Race-consciousness. Those Who have its evolu- 
tion in Their charge are now sending out a fresh impulse of spiritual 
power and knowledge in order that its accomplishment may be 
made possible. The White Lodge is commencing a further 
Work for the help and enlightenment of all. Knowledge—true 
knowledge—is to be made available, but before we may ‘ reveal 
that which is hidden’ we must first ‘ strip away the false.’ To 
that end there are coming into incarnation at this time THOSE 
WHO KNOW 


THE GNOSIS AS A CHRISTIAN SYSTEM 
By JEAN DELAIRE 


ALTHOUGH Gnosticism is, in its oldest schools, pre-Christian— 
for modern scholarship, agreeing in this with ancient traditions, 
has traced its leading tenets to Hinduism—it is as a Christian 
system that it makes a special appeal to the thought of to-day. 
For in many of its more daring speculations—in the fearless 
Biblical criticism of a Marcion, the universalism of a Valentinus, 
the mystical conceptions of a Basilides—Gnosticism actually 
anticipated by close on two thousand years some of the most 
modern interpretations of Christian doctrine. 


Of pre-Christian Gnosticism, as represented chiefly by Simon 
Magus—that béte noire of Early Christianity—little is known, 
and that little obviously distorted by its prejudiced biographers ; 
but even this little suffices to show that Divine Immanence was 
as much a fundamental tenet with Simon and his school as with 
the ancient Vedic philosophers. This fact emerges with special 
clearness in the quotations from Simon’s book, The Great 
Announcement, which we find in the works of that over-zealous 
Church Father, Hippolytus. 


“For Simon," says Hippolytus in his Refutation of all Heresies, 
“designates the Principle of all things ‘Boundless Power’ in 
the following words: ‘ This is the Book of the Declaration of the 
Voice and of the Name, from the inspiration of the Great, the 
Boundless Power. Wherefore the same is sealed, hidden, 
wrapped up, stored in the dwelling wherein the Root of all 
things is established.’ This dwelling, he says, signifies Man here 
below, who is born of blood, and also signifies that there dwells 
within him ‘Boundless Power,’ which he asserts is the Root of 
all things.” 


The mystic “dwelling " of the Boundless Power, or Absolute, is 
thus identical with the “ city ” of Brahm, the “city ” of Vishnu, 
which in Indian sacred scriptures is the mystery-name for Man— 
the “temple ” of King Solomon in the Kabbala and various 
modern secret societies. 


It seems strange, therefore, that the Fathers of the Christian 
Church, who of all others should have understood and welcomed 
any allusion to what is, after all, the central doctrine of 
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Christianity, should have so persistently attacked its most 
philosophic exponents, the great doctors of the Gnosis. 


If it be true that Simon Magus was the Father of all heresies 
(i.e., Gnosticism) as the good Church Fathers asserted, it is easy 
to see how the Christian Gnostics who followed in his footsteps 
would naturally interpret the doctrine of Divine Immanence in 
terms of the universal Gnosis. Inthe One who said “ The King- 
dom of Heaven is within you,” they would recognise the Messenger 
(or at least one of the Messengers) of the Virgin of Light, the 
Eternal Wisdom of God; and in all their teaching they would 
seek to emphasise the inner, esoteric, and also the more philo- 
sophic aspect of the Gospel of Jesus Christ. 


And it is precisely this whch gives to Gnosticism its peculiar 
and everlasting value—that while the champions of orthodox 
Christianity remained content with the outer teaching, that which 
was given to the multitude in parables, Gnostics, faithful to their 
title, sought the inner teaching, the hidden Gnosis, revealed only 
to those to whom it was given to know the mysteries of the 
Kingdom of God. 


Basilides, whose Christology is one of the most remarkable of 
the various Gnostic systems—although he was said by some of 
his opponents never to have professed Christianity—wrote four- 
and-twenty Books of Exegesis or Commentaries on the Gospels. 
These, like most Gnostic Scriptures, fell a victim to the fanaticism 
of the age ; but still more deeply to be deplored is the loss of his 
Gospel, which, according to tradition, contained the secret teach- 
ing given by Jesus to Mathias after the resurrection. 


Like all Gnostics, Basilides was a master of the art of symbo- 
lism, and in his cosmogony, (with which his Christology is inextric- 
ably interwoven) he describes the creation of the world in the vivid 
imagery of the Universal Seed—a close parallel to the World-Egg 
of Hindu mythology—from which are in turn evolved the triple 
Sonship, the Great Ruler or Demiurgos who creates the world of 
the Archetypes, and the Second Ruler who creates the material 
universe. It seems more than probable that by the “ Triple 
Sonship ” Basilides, who like most Gnostics looked upon Man as 
in a quite literal sense the dwelling place of the Deity, meant both 
the Logos and the incarnated divine Seed, or immortal Self in 
man, itself threefold since it is made in the image (i.e., contains 
all the potentialities) of the Triune God. 


His description of the Sons of God confirms this view, for 
he tells us that they are “ the Spiritual Men (Monads ?) left here 
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below to guide, correct and perfect our souls which from their 
nature have a downward tendency." And he further says: 


“When the time was come for the manifestation of the Sons 
of God, the Gospel came, penetrating through every Power, 
Dominion, and Name that can be named, although the Sonship 
did not come down from His place upon the right hand of the 
Incomprehensible God beyond being .. . (But) the Light 
descended upon Jesus, the son of Mary." 


It is fairly evident that, here as elsewhere, Basilides uses the 
word Gospel іп the sense of the Gnosis, and the word Gnosis in the 
sense of the Universal Wisdom of God (Nous) In a passage 
which, although in turn overlaid and mutilated by his biographer, 
yet retains something of the austere beauty of an ancient creation 
hymn, Basilides describes the coming of this Gospel through all 
the cosmic spheres, each sphere in turn illuminated by the Divine 
Light until, from the celestial, the archetypal, and the zetherial 
worlds, it reaches the earth. There “ the light . . . descended 
upon Jesus, son of Mary, and he was illumined, being caught on 
fire in harmony with the Light that streamed into him.” 


It has been suggested by several commentators that '' Магу” 
here stands for the human body, or—in acosmic sense—for matter, 
or the material universe, wherein the “ Son " descends, becomes 
incarnated, and from which He will become liberated at the end 
of manifestation. “ For,” continues Basilides, “ the world shall 
hold together and not be dissolved until the whole Sonship . . . 
shall follow after and imitate Jesus, and hasten upward and come 
forth purified. . . . When, then, the whole Sonship shall have 
ascended . . . then shall the whole creation become the object 
of the Great Mercy ; for it groaneth until now and suffereth pain 


and awaiteth the manifestation of the Sons of Сой. ... And 
thus shall be the restoration ofall things . . . intheirappointed 
cycles.” 


It was no doubt this conception of the Christ as a 
cosmic Power who overshadowed the perfect disciple Jesus 
—and of the Gospel as a message of liberation to all 
mankind—which brought Basilides and his school into such 
sharp conflict with the orthodoxy of his age; yet to the 
impartial student of to-day it is obvious that the doctors of the 
Gnosis deemed it little short of blasphemy to say that the Eternal 
Son—to many of them a personified Attribute of God—had 
been born of a woman and subjected to all the infirmities of our 
human nature. Basilides in particular affirms and re-affirms this 
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belief in many passages quoted from his works. The “ Uncreated 
Eternal Father," he tells us, sent into the world his First-born, 
Divine Mind or Wisdom, “in the form of Christ ; " and this 
Christ “ appeared among men as the Man Jesus. . . ." But this 
“ Divine Power, the Mind of the Eternal Father, is not corporeal, 
and therefore cannot die.” 


Thus they were labelled Docetae or Illusionists by their oppon- 
ents, because they taught that many of the appearances of Jesus 
to his disciples were purely phantasmal—J4.e., non-material—a 
view which has been shared, and badly defended, by more than 
one advanced thinker of to-day. 


Valentinus, the reputed author of the Pistis-Sophia—that 
Bible of Gnosticism—and by his contemporaries looked upon as 
the greatest of all Gnostic doctors, is believed to have been a pupil 
of Basilides. If this be true, may we not perhaps, through the 
pages of that wonderful book, come into closer touch with Basi- 
lides' inner teaching than is possible through the mutilated quota- 
tions of Hippolytus, Irenaeus and other haeresiologists? And 
in this inner teaching may we not—if we accept the tradition that 
Basilides was himself a disciple of Matthias—trace some of the 
secret sayings of Jesus Himself ? 

The Pistis-Sophia is the only Gnostic Scripture which has 
escaped the destructive zeal of its opponents—the only one, there- 
fore, that gives us a first-hand knowledge of its fundamental 
doctrines. It is a work of bewildering complexity, containing 
much matter that to the modern mind seems irrelevant; but here 
and there, in words of extraordinary beauty, we are told of some 
of the Mysteries of the Kingdon of God in men. 


“ Master, my Indweller of Light hath ears, and I understand 
every word which thou utterest," says Mary Magdalene to her 
Lord ; and this might almost be said to be the keynote of the book, 
as it is of all Gnosticism—the in-dwelling of the Divine light, the 
Christos, in every heart of man, the apprehension of the Light by 
the light, of the Light universal by the light incarnate. 

Around this theme are grouped the various “© mysteries ” 
revealed to His disciples by the Risen Christ—the pathway of 
souls, the cycles of incarnation, the way of attainment of Divine 
consciousness, the supreme and eternal sacrifice of the Son of God. 
Step bystep—speaking ever in thename of the Eternal Son— Jesus 
leads them to the uttermost mystery, to that Pleroma or Pleni- 
tude of God which He calls the Kingdom of Light. “ Strive to- 
gether that ye may receive the mysteries of light in this time of 
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stress, and enter into the Kingdom of light." . . . “ And Mary 
answered and said: ‘ Blessed are we among all men because of 
this that Thou hast revealed unto us!’ '' 


Thus we find in those ancient Gnostic systems a Christianity 
that was a philosophy as well as a religion—-a metaphysical as well 
as an ethical system—a Christianity that in a certain sense 
was rationalistic, for it sought to understand the problems of the 
universe and of man, and the relation between them—a Christi- 
anity that allied itself to a Gnosis that was itself the innermost 
teaching of every great religion of the past. May not some of 
these tenets, especially that of the “ In-dweller of Light," the 
Christ within, through whom alone man may reach the Supreme, 
illuminate in turn some of our modern problems, help us to a 
clearer realisation of these ancient—ancient because eternal— 
ideals ? 


HELL 
By PHILIP HARRISON 


Sunk in the lowest depths of Hell, 
My lost soul sits in ecstasy, 

In fatuous faith that all is well, 
And will be, through eternity. 


All joys which man's gross mind conceives, 
All pleasures which on earth entice, 

My soul partakes of, and believes 
Itself to be in Paradise. 


This is the tragedy of Hell, 
That, till my own will sets me free, 

The mud and slime in which I dwell 

Should seem a paradise to me. 
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THE UNTIMELY BIRTH ОЕ 
KNOWLEDGE 
By К. М. TARBAT 


RUDYARD KIPLING in his latest book strikes a profound note 
in his story, “ The Eye of Allah.” It may not awaken complete 
response to the author’s thoughts in the minds of all, for beneath 
the tale lies a suggestion of a truth far deeper than the casual 
reader would notice. “ It would seem the choice lays between 
two sins,” said the Abbot of St. Illod’s, “ To deny the world a 
Light which is under our hand, or to enlighten the world before 
her time.” 


Is it better to keep to ourselves what we have learnt or dis- 
covered and know to be true, or to disclose our knowledge to a 
world which is still unfit to receive the information, and at the 
best would disbelieve, if not punish us for our disclosures? That 
is what he meant, and in those days such knowledge was indeed 
a dangerous possession if contrary to the orthodox views held 
by those who claimed the sole right to possess any knowledge 
whatever. Mother Church, as the Abbot said, forbade the dis- 
closure of all knowledge she deemed contrary to her teachings 
and doctrines, and effectually restrained those who had discovered 
any new facts of nature, or had invented anything which would 
disclose more than the five senses normally taught, using such 
means to do so as the unlimited authority she possessed allowed 
her to employ. She claimed to know all that man is allowed 
to know so far as the material world was concerned, as she did 
the truths of the spiritual, and protected her preserves most 
rigorously against anything which might clash with them, though 
amongst her servants were many who knew more than they cared 
or dared to say openly for fear of her displeasure. 


The study of nature in its various branches had to be carried 
out ostensibly for other objects which would not clash with 
orthodox views and beliefs; discoveries made and knowledge 
gained were “© camouflaged” by symbols and cryptic formule 
which were only decipherable by the initiated, methods of 
concealment very necessary if research were to be made free 
from ecclesiastic interference. Alchemy represented modern 
chemistry as astrology stood for modern astronomy, hiding 
their purpose under other —' while invention was only 
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allowable if results did not disprove the authoritative statements 
of Mother Church. The telescope and magnifying lens were 
forbidden because they proved nature to be otherwise than as 
stated to be on ecclesiastic authority. Verily Science was 
indeed “ occult " in those days, though that designation did not 
bear then the meaning it now does. 


Such were the “ Dark Ages,” and dark indeed they must have 
seemed to those who yearned to enlighten the world with dis- 
coveries they had made, or knowledge gained in the realms of 
Nature. Some, like Galileo and Giordano Bruno, braved her 
wrath, with what results we all know. Heresy was the unforgiv- 
able sin, and short work was made with any who dared to differ 
from Mother Church, and openly say so. But Truth would not 
be stifled, her power waned, and the minds of men were gradually 
opened to wonders of which they had never dreamed, dispelling 
the clouds of ignorance and superstition which for centuries had 
enveloped them. 


Though knowledge gradually increased, thus improving the 
material condition of mankind by the freedom of thought to which 
it gave rise with liberty to employ it, some restraint seems to many 
people to have been needed. Material progress so outstripped 
what we call spiritual," that until recent years the latter seems 
to have been forgotten, for it did not keep pace with 
material advancement, and so retain the former within limits 
suitable to the state of man’s evolution. It was like putting a 
dangerous weapon in the hands of a child ignorant of how to use 
it, or so mischievous as to do so improperly if given the chance. 


The nineteenth century was, above all, a century of increased 
knowledge which with the first flush of acquisition was believed 
to be ‘‘ the Truth, the whole Truth, and nothing but the Truth," 
a result of kicking over the traces of dogma and creeds previously 
believed to be indisputable. We can look back now with a smile 
in the light of our further knowledge upon statements then made 
by the highest authorities ; but that we can do so should warn us 
that any beliefs now held may also have to be modified by further 
discoveries and consequent knowledge gained. 


The trend of the acquired knowledge of last century was 
towards material benefits, for the great advance made in every- 
thing which would make life easier, more pleasant and enjoyable, 
and specially facilitate communication, was after all of a purely 
material and far less spiritual character than might have been the 
case. Wemust not forget, however, that the last century was one 
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of several great spiritual revivals in a strictly “ religious ” sense, 
especially in Great Britain and the United States ; movements 
having for objective, maybe, some Divine antidote or counter- 
balance to the excessively materialistic trend of man's thoughts 
and endeavours. One of those to which the century gave birth, 
known as Spiritualism, seems likely to prove the most far-reaching 
of them all in more senses than one, appealing as it does to 
humanity's greatest yearning ; while Theosophy, a revival of 
man's most ancient belief, is of special interest to those who de- 
sire to understand the meaning of Life, man's orginand destiny. 


Unfortunately, however, many of the discoveries and inven- 
tions of service to man made during the past century have been 
turned into methods of destruction and perverted from their 
original intention to purposes of evil. Knowledge gained being 
unchecked in regard to its dissemination as had previously been 
the case, became common property, and some who could use it 
turned their attention to how it might best be applied for 
offensive purposes of war under the plea that they were also 
defensive. 


The Great War was a culmination of such endeavours, and 
forces of nature of every available kind were brought into service 
for destructive purposes with results we all know. Nor is man 
yet satisfied with what he has done, he must search continually 
for further means and methods of death and destruction under the 
guise of defence until, unless checked somehow, humanity will 
destroy itself, and the whole of civilisation as we know it must 
perish. 


Science is ever on the search for greater knowledge, and 
explores so far as it can all mysteries of Nature, and not content 
with having in some branches nearly reached the limit of material 
or physical research, is now striving to learn secrets which Nature 
has hidden and made “ occult " fora very good reason. Science 
does so because it cannot prove, and consequently denies, that 
anything which exists is other than material or can be of an entirely 
different nature to “ matter," though what “matter” really is 
it cannot say, except that it consists of atoms constructed of elec- 
trons, protons,andelectricity. Thisstatement it canonly*' prove” 
mathematically for they are all utterly invisible to our human 
eyes. Scientists are no longer called ‘‘ Magicians ” or ‘‘ Workers 
of Magic," though their discoveries andinventions resulting there- 
from would undoubtedly have been termed '* Witchcraft ” and 
“ Black Magic " but a very few centuries ago. Wireless enables 
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children to play with one of Nature’s secrets of which scientists 
at present know but little of the whole, and can do so harmlessly 
because what is known is but the fringe of what lies beyond, and 
thus they are within safe limits. Were much further knowledge 
granted or easily obtainable, what would happen can be foreseen 
by those who glimpse beyond the material plane and thus know 
that it will be withheld from mankind until humanity has reached 
a stage of evolution when it could safely be entrusted withit. It 
seems to be once more the old story оѓ“ The Tree of Knowledge 
of Good and Evil" ; the desire for knowledge for which man is 
unripe, and it is evidently the Divine Will that he obtains it at his 
own peril if he does, or may not do so, and we should be thankful 
that such is the case. 


Even so, the knowledge now possessed is working towards a 
culmination which must bring about chaos if allowed to continue. 
Weare too apt to think that “ progress " isthe sure result of know- 
ledge. True progress can only be advancement when knowledge 
is applied for the benefit of mankind as a whole, otherwise it 
becomes a means for retrogression and detriment. The troubleis 
that we have been taught to train our minds to admit the truth 
of nothing which cannot be physically proved ; torely only on our 
five senses and intelligence. Consequently anything which lies 
beyond such demonstration is inadmissible as truth, or at the best 
will only be accepted аз ““ possible theory ” however demonstrable 
it may be as fact through other but “ unscientific ”” methods. 
Occult science offers explanations of much which is so far unap- 
provable by any means acceptable to modern science in spite of 
the fact that discoveries since made were foretold and explained 
long ago by occultists. 


Thus it is that everything in nature has come to be regarded 
solely in a ‘‘ practical ” light, and the hidden meaning of many 
physical facts carries no weight with scientists. Attempts are 
being made to bring into the service of man forces which science 
inferentially thinks exist, and even in some cases believes do, but 
those who know what the result would be were such efforts to be 
successfulalso know that their untimely birth will not be permitted 
for the sake of the human race itself. The marvels of the atom 
are glimpsed by science, and some experimenters are hoping to 
solve the problem of how to “‘harness’’ its inconceivable energy. 
Were it certain that if solved such knowledge would only be 
‘applied to the service of man and not disservice, it might be 
permitted, but assuredly it will not be unless it is ordained that 
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mankind must learn another lesson before he realises that there 
is something else than physical matter in this world. He has not 
really learned that yet. Science may smile at such statements, 
but some students of it acknowledge that such is the case, and 
foresee to what results such premature knowledge would lead. 
Human nature being what it is, we may not feel flattered by such 
views of our mental condition ; children do not care to be told 
they are “ not old enough " to understand all they desire to know, 
and do not relish that excuse for leaving their curiosity un- 
gratified, but the simile is applicable, and the same answer has to 
be given. 

Since ecclesiastic control over such matters no longer exists, 
and governments place no restraint on the acquisition of know- 
ledge or itsemployment, what is there which can and could do so 
for the safety of humanity unless it be something beyond earthly 
influence ; something altogether more far-seeing and wise ? Itis 
true that no government would permit anything being done to 
harm its own people, but indirectly that would be the very plea a 
scientist would urge for the employment of some force of nature he 
had discovered which could be applied to destructive purposes. 
He would argue that it should be adopted for offensive purposes 
and used as a threat of retaliation to be held overan enemy in self- 
defence. But the knowledge once gained could never be effec- 
tively guarded, and in time would become the property of all 
nations, ashasalwayshappened. The result of the birth of such 
knowledge would therefore be premature so far as human control 
of it would prevent evil from resulting, and the position would 
remain the same as it now is. 

A well-known preacher said not long ago when expressing his 
conviction that modern science had ousted Christianity from its 
position as a guide through life: ‘‘ The future is either with 
Christ or chaos, and unless some rein be placed upon man's 
proclivity for destruction and mischief he will certainly end by 
destroying civilisation, and himself with it." That opinion is 
shared by more than one of our great scientists who know the 
potency of forces that might be let loose were it known how to do 
So, nor are grave warnings wanting that some great trouble is 
imminent should mankind persist in perverting to evil purposes 
forces of nature of which it has become partially cognisant. The 
spirit of self-interest and material gain must give place to more 
altruistic ideals, and man must learn, as he inevitably will some 
day, that his Brotherhood with all living creatures is a fact and 
not a figment of the imagination. 
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A MYSTICAL DIALOGUE BETWEEN 
THE INTELLECTUAL AND 
INTUITIONAL MINDS 


By E. WILMOT LAMBERT 
(Concluded.) 


" Of the very substance of God (in perfect accordance with the law of all 
parenthood) we his children, body as well as soul, come. Verily ave we 


begotten not made ; being of one substance and children because we are so in 
very deed and truth." —CALTHROP. 


THE INTELLECTUAL Miwp (addressing the Intuitional Mind). 


THOU unknown Counsellor that dwellest upon the heights, 
and boastest that thou hast knowledge to bestow ; 

fain would I learn of Thee, if Thou canst solve 

this twisted tangle of the skein of life. 

The claim of Intellect, in the world material, 

is indeed no idle boast. 

Look around and see what Intellect and Science, hand in hand, 
have wrought together in this working world. 

In the world material we are indeed the Masters, 

and Nature, at our Command, doth yield her secrets up. 

Thus do we enlarge the scope of man’s dominion ; 

and gain the Masterhood of Nature and her works. 

But what is Mind, Life, Consciousness we know not. 

The Great First Cause, the Unknown God we cannot comprehend 
Nor can we solve the mystery of the many problems 

that confront our daily lives. 

These are beyond the range and vision of our thought. 

If Thou hast aught to tell, speak ! I will listen. 


INTUITION. 


And thou wilt never know whilst thou dost but dig and delve 

into the womb of matter. 

Reason and Intellect alone can never solve 

the mysteries that surround thee. 

Know thou that this world phenomenal is but the garment of 
the Living God 

infilled with Spirit Life. 

Thou seekest Wisdom in the husks of matter— 

Life, Consciousness aback of all things, thou dost ignore, 


and thus do they evade thee. : 
174 
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INTELLECT. 
What then is mind апа energy, and whence come they ? 


INTUITION. 


Energy is back of all created things, the inner urge of that 
which seeks to manifest in all the forms of life. 

Behind it is mind producing thought, 

the great dynamic force of all created things. 

Aback of that lies Infinite Mind or Purpose 

to express that perfect world, 

and interpenetrating all stands Spirit —God— The Absolute 
from which all powers flow. 


INTELLECT. 


Thou hast not yet fully told me what is mind. It surely 
was evolved from matter, 
the fount and source of all created things. 


INTUITION. 


Nay! Nay! thou dost reverse the process. 
The Intellect doth lead thee here astray. 
Evolution and Involution are aback of all created things. 
Mind is an emanation of the Spirit, and antedates all forms of 
matter. 
It is, indeed, the cause, not the effect or product. 
Matter is of mind the offspring. It may be called the child. 
Intellect and Reason are two priceless gifts of God, 
but unillumined by the light of Spirit will lead thee oft astray. 
The finite mind alone can never solve the mysteries of life. 
It is beyond its field— 
Mind is an emanation of Spirit—God— The Absolute. 
It works upon three planes. 
The Parent Mind, the Mind of God ; the Mind Intuitive ; 
and then man's Intellect and Reason— 
Until man's Intellect or mortal finite mind 
is awakened and illumined from the higher regions of the mind, 
thy search will be in vain. | 
Ask of Me who dwell therein, and thou shalt know. A 


INTELLECT. 


Thou speakest of Involution. Evolution do I know : 
what, then, is Involution ? 
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INTUITION. 

Evolution is the gradual development and growth of all created 
things. 

Involution is the gradual unfoldment of the Consciousness of God, 
the creative Spirit within us all— 

God pours a little more of Mind and Spirit into the evolving form, 

and so the two work hand in hand, ever striving towards per- 
fection, 

till the body eventually becomes 

The Temple of the Living God. 

The Involutionary urge is ever towards the unfolding within 
the Ego 

of the Realisation of Indwelling Spirit. 


INTELLECT. 
What, then, is matter? 


INTUITION. 

Matter is also an emanation from the Substance of the Living God, 

a projection of Himself. 

Matter and Mind together are the warp and woof of that which 
has been called 

the garment of the Living God. 

God is Omnipresent. He is everywhere. He fills all space. 

There surely is no place where He is not. 

Where else, then, shall we find the Substance wherewith the 
Universe is made ? 

Thus are the worlds composed of the One Reality, of this Spirit- 
Substance emanated rather than created ; begotten, not 
made. 

Then, when the worlds have run their course, fulfilled their 
purpose, 

they, too, will disappear, and be resolved 

into that Spirit-Substance whence they came. 

Then will the process of creation be renewed, new worlds be 
formed, 

but always from the Substance of the Living God, 

the One Reality aback of all things. 


INTELLECT. 


What evidence canst Thou produce, what proofs afford, that what 
Thou teachest me is true ? 
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INTUITION. 


Thou hast the evidence within thyself, and all proofs thereof. 

Raise up thy head on high. 

Seek Wisdom where she dwells enthroned within the higher 
regions of thy mind. 

Then will the Light, the Inner Light of God, o’erflood thy Soul. 

Thy mind illumined by creative thought will see new worlds 
revealed. 

Nature will gladly yield her secrets up at thy all-searching gaze. 

Thus wilt thou gain the Cosmic Consciousness, and realise the 

Unity of God and man with all created things. 

Then in a flash will be revealed to thee 

Just what things are, not what they seem to be. 


This is the Inner Light. 

This is the Secret Doctrine. 

This is the Ancient Wisdom. 

This is the Mystic Union. 

This is the message I reveal to thee. 

Ponder thou well thereon. 

Follow this Path : it will lead thee to the mount of Attainment 
Call upon Me and I will hear. 

It will bring thee Power ; it will bring thee Knowledge ; it will 
bring thee Wisdom ; and it will give the Peace, Joy, Harmony 
and Happiness. 


THE INTELLECTUAL Minp (as if awakening from a dream). 


I cannot controvert thy teachings. 
They are beyond the range and vision of my thought. 
But I would put them to the test and prove them for myself. 
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THE POWER OF THE PROPHET 
By MICHAEL JUSTE 


I WRITE of the prophet, or, as one can consider him to be, the 
divine eagle whose natural home is the golden eyrie of Paradise. 
He it is who has developed a spiritual militancy and strength, a 
nobility and graciousness, and a mind glowing with the deep fires 
of wisdom. For he has flown above the time-bound generations, 
and, with compassion in his heart, pleaded for jewels from the 
gods to scatter and illuminate the souls and minds of mankind. 
Heit is who bringeth morning and sweet waters for the imprisoned 
spirit ; he it is who echoes the divine thunders of God, yet disturbs 
not the hare or the light petal of a flower, though his voice shaketh 
and crumbleth the fiery hate of lucifer and his angels ; he it is who 
singeth the hymns of the gods and translates their dreams for 
the keen-eared listeners of the world ; and he it was who helped 
to unfurl the blossoms of light throughout the past civilisations, 
and will do so throughout those that are tocome. For the pro- 
phet is one who has been dipped and baptised in the flaming font 
of Heaven. 


The prophet is a spiritual necessity : for he is the clear eyes in 
the brow of a blind humanity. A tree that stands erect in a 
crooked forest. For he is one who weighs and measures with the 
impersonal power of intuition the weaknesses and follies of the 
period in which he dwells. Through him the spirit of the future 
plants its seed, quickens within him, and is replanted in the 
spiritual soil of those who believe in him. 


Though there have been many who have had a glimpse of the 
future, I write of those who, I believe, had a truer consciousness 
and understanding of this power of prophecy, and they are the 
inspired messengers and founders of new religions. Апа it is 
because of their importance to the development of humanity that 
I write this article. To-day they are considered the psycho- 
logical throwback of the social body. Scientists hold that 
the prophet was but the clever visionary or lawgiver to an 
ignorant people ; a high caste witch doctor to an emotional and 
unalytical nation. And I believe whoever is blind to the things 
of the spirit;willdeemhimtobeso. For the spirit of a man learns 
truths by the use of symbols, and they who deny the existence of 
the spirit do not know the alphabet of the spirit, and so being 
illiterate cannot read the кыре ашыш: by the prophet. 
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Above the physical, emotional, and mental turmoil of human- 
ity he stands, beyond the three dark atmospheres that confuse 
and bind the soul of man to Time, and there set free from the 
distorting elements, he prepares the roads of light for those whose 
hearts are parched, whose eyes are dimmed and whose minds are 
darkened. And from his rare, clean altitude his ears are keener 
to the voices of the future, and his eyes watch the mighty arms of 
the gods wheel this globe to the scenes their companions have 
brooded upon and created for the unsuspecting souls of Earth. 


Now the clay of the prophet is of a rare sensitive substance, 
for the higher altitude in which he moves when inspired purifies 
and sweeps away any evil that may cling to him, and that is one 
of the reasons why we read of the prophet ascending the moun- 
tains, and in the higher realms this is literally true, for evil cannot 
rise to great heights. Andit is on these higher altitudes that they 
commune with those who dwell nearer to the source of divine 
realities, bringing back with them wisdom and thoughts made 
luminous and overbrimming with beauty. These thoughts are 
given to him to withhold or scatteras he maythink fit. For within 
the prophet dwells much understanding, and any message that he 
gives is given with a thorough knowledge as to the psychological 
limitations of that nation or group into which he has incarnated. 


But their messages are not for the physical body alone, but for 
the imprisoned soul which seeks freedom and desire to express 
itself. And in this manner the message of the prophet stirs the 
mind to respond to the Higher Self within, and, though generation 
after generation deadens the voice and blurs the visions of the 
prophet, yet, ultimately, the body will be compelled to attend and 
obey the message that the soul has heard, even though they were 
heard in other incarnations. 


Now the age in which we live has become prolific in prophecy 
and loud with the sounds of their voices. They predict calamities, 
the dawning of a new age, and the coming ofa Messiah. Threats, 
warnings, prayers, issue from their lips in an ever-increasing flood. 
And the result is that they who listen are bewildered. And 
tightly so. The skein of incidents to come are so entangling, so 
broken up, that it seems impossible to weave all into a harmonious 
pattern. And from it all comes the question : ‘‘ Whom are we to 
believe? " Now one thing is obvious : the prophet must have 
developed powers that should give him clear sight, and, as I men- 
tioned elsewhere, he must speak from a higher plane. In short, he 
must develop a higher mentalandspiritualclairvoyance. And, if 
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he can do so, it is a sign of the true adept ; for, according to the 
teachings given me, the white adept, or magician, cannot enter 
the higher planes unless heis pure and has achieved a certain soul 
development. This means that the higher elementals would 
oppose his attempts to enter, if he had not attained. And now, 
having striven to give what I hope is a clear conception as to 
what powers a prophet should possess, I shall now quote from 
some of the information given to me by my teacher : 


" A student who has been able to pass through the severe ré- 
gimes demanded by his teacher is shown those sources from whence 
information may be derived. There are schools in which, if he is 
eligible, he may pursue such studies as seership and prophecy. 
There are different institutions on these higher planes that deal 
with prophecy in its different aspects. In one college one can 
read the chronicle of the past, present and future, as Time is 
measured on this sphere. In another college named the College 
of the Seers one can learn to visualise from a high altitude of 
consciousness the events which are taking place on Earth, and by 
correlating his experiences in vision with the incidents on Earth 
hecan determine, toa large degree, the natural course of events. 


** There is a College of Chronicles, wherein records and plans of 
the past and future are stored, the College of the Seers and the 
School of the Prophets. These colleges are visited and instruction 
given. Here the student is tested and trained to observe and 
understand the events which are to take place in the lower 
spheres.” 

The question I asked my teacher was in regard to the method 
whereby one could know the true prophet from the false. And 
here is the answer ; 

“The prophet is an instrument through which flows the im- 
personal force known as Truth. And fewcan stand the present- 
ment oftruth. And the prophet has been given truth in the form 
of mental attributes. This form of attribute is a consciousness 
rendered forth from Justice. If Justice is also Truth, then this 


attribute is that illuminative quality that awakens the nodes of: 


consciousness within a man's mind, these nodes being in the 
likeness of the consciousness of Justice.” 


The above can be explained in this manner : The mental body 
of man possesses certain centres of consciousness that lie dormant 
until a certain truth similar to that centre strikes it. The result 
is that the centre responds and recognises the truth, Then comes 
the awakening, that awakening that to the person involved may 
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bea form of illumination, or recollection and realisation of a belief 
the person would never have accepted previously. 


Now the prophet knows of these centres, being, as I have said 
before, an adept as well as a mystic, and in his studies he is taught 
to understand the minds to whom he is speaking. That, I think, 
explains why each great religion has had a different form of cere- 
mony and exercise. For these rites and ceremonies were not 
created in order to hypnotise disciples into belief, but in order that 
they might develop certain attributes possessed only by them. 
There are many different forms of consciousness, and the prophet 
taps that form of consciousness that is flowing towards this planet 
fora certain group. Each group has its leader, and for them his 
message is understood. Thusthere are many kinds of prophets, 
and many of these prophets can only appeal and evoke a response 
from the group to which he belongs. And that is the reason 
why his appeal to other minds may fall upon stony ground. 


Further teachings are: '' There are many divisions of pro- 
phecy, for it has much to dowith thelawof Justice, and the prophet 
must be careful, for to assume the attitude of a prophet is also to 
assume the responsibility which such a prophet’s utterance may bring 
tohim. The art of the prophet is the generalisation of events and 
the summing up of their manifestations in their entirety. The pro- 
phet must also realise how much the law allows him to render 
forth and he must work according to the Law which governs the 
giving forth of true prophecy. In other words, the student must 
be very careful in the giving forth of knowledge which he has 
gained during his schooling in the higher spheres, and he must be 
prepared to assume the responsibility incurred to the clan or 
brotherhood of which he is a member, for, as most students do not 
realise, a student initiated into a brotherhood becomes at-one- 
ment with the group, and any word issuing from his mouth is 
judged not only by his Higher Self, but by the members about him, 
and until he has been able to build within his own character and 
nature of his being that stability which is of the nature of Truth 
and Justice he is apt to be censured by the wardens of the College, 
who then determine how far he should be allowed to progress in 
the wisdom and knowledge of prophetic utterance.” 


_The above teaching proves, I think, to those who believe in the 
existence of higher realms, that prophecy is another aspect of 
scientific occultism. It is not a mere blind inspiration or an 
intense emotionalism, though obviously emotion enters into it— 
for the language of the higher spheres is in picture-form, and cer- 
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tain thought-emotions that reach the prophet two translates these 
pictures and emotions into the language of the country—but a 
clear and scientific understanding, the result of a scientific training 
in spiritual things. But this should not blind us to the fact 
that the prophet is great, for he has achieved an initiation into 
spiritual heights that has made him indeed godlike. 


There is another aspect of prophecy that may explain much 
that bewilders us, and that is in regard to the number of teachers 
who write upon spiritual and mystical things and who are con- 
tinually prophecying. This, I understand, is the explanation: 
When a group of souls pass over they are still participants in the 
religion they left on earth. And these groups endeavour to find 
instruments for their message. I have been told that many of the 
1 prophets of to-day are these instruments, who are greatly influ- 
4 enced by the mass-mind and consciousness of these groups who are 
working upon another plane, and they give to their instruments 
W teachings and inspiration that, to the medium, appears to come 
hl direct from God. Now this has two sides : Much of the knowledge 
may befalseand much may betrue. Andthatcanonly be proved 
" T by the student finding out whether they possess a sense of re- 
Wo Du sponsibility or otherwise. If otherwise, watch them with great 
Nd care. I think the above aspect also explains why a number of 
prophets may give forth a similar teaching though they may 
dwell in different lands and be far apart, for the similarity may be 
caused by the fact that the consciousness of these teachers is of 
the same spiritualorder, although I admit that one could say that 
the prophecies are the same because truth is a thing that cannot 
contradict or be argued about. But I think the proof of a person 
being illuminated consists in the fact as to whether he has a sense 
of responsibility or otherwise, as I mentioned elsewhere. Now, if 
heis truly illuminated, one of the first things he will know--and this 
cannot be emphasised too strongly—is that he cannot command, 
for he knows that man isa servant to one higher than he--one who 
knows whither and why the soul moves onward, and the time and 
place when knowledge should be given—and that power is the 
soul’s Higher Self. And it is for this reason that the true prophet 
doesnot enforce or expect obedience. He only guides and suggests. 

Only by making manconscious of the existence of a Higher Self 
within him does the prophet help humanity, for in that manner he 
builds a bridge from this planet to the infinite dominions of the 
spirit, and it will be in that manner that the laws of God and 
Justice will come to pass and ultimately reign over Earth. 
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GROUP KARMA AND THE GROUP 
MIND IN OCCULT SOCIETIES 


By DION FORTUNE, Author of “ Esoteric Philosophy of Love 
and Marriage," etc. 


A HIGH initiate of the Western tradition once said to me, “ Two 
things are necessary for safety in occult work—right motives, 
and right associates," and anyone who has had experience of 
practical occultism knows how true this is. Some writers declare 
that good intentions are sufficient for safety in occult studies, 
but experience proves this to be far from the case. The man 
who, relying on nothing but the strength of his aspirations, 
invokes the Highest, is safe, but the man who, having read 
something of magic and alchemy, starts to experiment, is not 
safe. A little knowledge is a more dangerous thing in occultism 
than anywhere else. The solitary worker, depending on aspira- 
tion and meditation, and unguided save by his intuition, although 
his progress may be slower, is in a much better position than the 
blind follower of a blind leader. 


Students of esoteric science have always tended to band 
themselves together into caravans for the purpose of taking the 
Golden Journey to the Samarkand of their dreams, but before 
they leave by the Desert Gate they would do well to know 
something of the character of the master of the caravan, and 
their fellow travellers, and they can no more afford to ignore the 
character of these latter than they can afford to ignore their 
guide. 

The psychology of the group mind is only just beginning to 
be understood by orthodox science, but it forms the basis of 
much occult work, and has been used in the Mysteries from time 
immemorial. Ritual depends upon two things for its validity— 
the proper contacting of the Inner Powers, and the formation 
of a group mind on the physical plane. That is why the Master 
Jesus declared that “ If two or three be gathered together in My 
Name, there am I in the midst of them," and why the church 
will not permit the Eucharist to be celebrated unless '' Two 
or three ” be present. 

A group mind is not the same thing as a group soul A 
group soul is the undifferentiated mind-stuff out of which in- 
dividualities are specialised. EN is primitive, and belongs to 
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the past ; but a group mind is a thing that can only be built up 
after individual minds have been developed. One might almost 
define it as asuper-complex, a constellation of co-ordinated ideas 
ensouled by an emotion which is shared by many minds, and 
therefore transcends any individual one among them. One may 
conceive of the group soul of our race lying deep down, below 
subconsciousness ; but one may conceive of the group mind of 
any organised body of people as an oversoul, a vast, brooding, 
artificial elemental, potent for good or evil, under whose light 
or shadow each individual member of the group carries on his 
life. The influence of a group mind is incalculable and but little 
understood. It must suffice to say that whenever anyone joins 
an organisation he comes under the influence of its group mind, 
and the more closely knit and more highly emotionalised the 
organisation, the stronger its influenceover its members. There- 
fore it behoves us to be very careful what groups we join, for 
there are few souls who can maintain themselves untouched by 
group influence." 


Let us also remember that whenever we join a group, we 
shoulder our share of the group karma. Whatever has gone 
on in the past leaves its mark behind it. Ifthe group can point 
to a long and noble line of just men made perfect by its discipline, 
the group mind shines by its own light, and confers a benison 
on all who are privileged to share in its influence ; but if it has 
back debts to pay off, such as the karma generated by a Holy 
Inquisition, or a phase of debased phallic worship, the initiate 
will find that he is called upon to do his share in the payment 
of these debts, just as the inheritor of an encumbered estate has 
to consent to his income going to pay off the mortgagees. 


The student must always remember that, until he has 
advanced further in knowledge than those with whom he 1s 
associated, he cannot hope to escape the influence of the group 
mind they have formed. It will do one of two things : either, 
insensibly to himself, it will tune him to its viewpoint and 
vibrations; or it will more or less forcibly eject him, and the 

_oreliminary processes that lead to such an ejectment for occult 
itieempatibility of temperament are unpleasant tor all concerned. 
Therefore it is much better to keep away from the wrong group 
than go in and come out a sadder, even if a wiser, man. 


You may think that you can go into a society and receive 
its good and ignore its evil, but, believe me, you cannot; its 
tone will influence you unknown to yourself; а change, sO 
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subtle that you are insensible to it, will be going on in your con- 
sciousness ; that to which you at first took exception will 
become indifferent to you, the power to discriminate between 
the finer shades of right and wrong will be blunted, and you 
will find yourself floating with the current, although you had 
determined never to leave the bank. Remember that it is 
always better to be alone than in bad company, and that you 
need never fear that your occult progress will be retarded by a 
sacrifice made on the altar of principle. 


Advanced occultists know the meaning of what is called 
" the tainted sphere," and it was the custom in the past to close 
down and disband any order that allowed its sphere to become 
tainted, to raze its temples to the ground, and sow the site 
thereof with salt, so seriously did the old initiates take the 
question of an astral taint. The brethren would disband, going 
to far countries to escape the pursuing influence of a debased 
group mind, and would do no occult work nor pursue any occult 
study till the period of purification had been worked out. 


The principle of fallowing is not sufficiently used in occult 
work. It is the only possible thing to do when things have 
gone wrong on the Inner Planes. An exorcism will dispose of 
entities, but it will not reconstruct the soul they have obsessed ; 
and the soul, in such a parlous condition, will attract to itself 
seven devils worse than the first every time it ventures into 
occult work, until the process of its purification be completed. 


An esoteric society that has any scandal in its midst ought 
to take every precaution to prevent its sphere becoming tainted 
by the influences thus brought into it. Although it may give 
compassion to the delinquents, it should require them to with- 
draw from association with any of the brethren until their 
purification is completed, and in open lodge should condemn the 
error, though sending thoughts of love and brotherhood to the 
brethren who are expiatingit. If this be not done, if the scandal 
be hushed up or condoned, it will assuredly taint the sphere. 
The only thing that will clear it is the group reaction of horror 
and repulsion, not to the sinners, but to the sin. The sinner 
is never to be condemned, but helped to rise again to the stature 
of manhood in Christ, but there must be no sentimental con- 
donation of the sin, and the calling of a spade by its proper name 
has a very salutary effect on those who seek to idealise the 
irregular. 


It is quite certain, however, that if the same type of trouble 
I 
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keeps on breaking out in any society, especially if these scandals 
involve different people each time, it means that the sphere has 
become tainted, and if that is the case, there is only one thing 
to do—close down, scatter the brethren, and let the ground lie 
fallow for anything from a year to seven years according to the 
seriousness of the trouble, and when reconstruction takes place, 
let it be 1п а new temple, with new robes, symbols, jewels, or 
whatever may be the material accessories, acting just as if plague 
had ravaged the society, as indeed it has upon the Inner Planes. 


The member of an order or fraternity is not infrequently 
called upon to combat spiritual evil in high places, and I would 
give him one word of advice when so called : Never attempt to 
fight the magician with magic unless you are of a higher degree 
than he is. Put up the sword and invoke the Christ. Turn 
upon evil the scorching flame of Pentecost-—the tongues of fire 
of the Holy Spirit—but to the sinner always come as a physician, 


and overcome his wrong-doing by healing him of the weakness 
that tempts him to sin. 


In fighting black occultism of any sort—and such combats 
are by no manner of means uncommon—always, like the aviator, 
try to get the upper air of your antagonist. If he fights with 
the weapons of the human mind, meet him with the Power of 
the Divine Spirit. Never let the fight degenerate into an un- 
seemly scuffle on his chosen plane. Transmute a force into its 
opposite by means of a realisation of the true nature of force as 
derived from God. See the true spiritual man behind the mask 
of the personality, and never lose sight of it even in the fiercest 


moments of the struggle with the evil that the personality 
‘manifests. 


“Be still and know that I am Сой,” is the attitude of power. 
It is a.refusal to react that is the strongest armour. Unfailing 
love and unfaltering fidelity to the right will in the long run win 
any battle. Let us learn, in all times of difficulty and distress, 
to trust the Masters, to invoke the Divine Law, and to await its 

І remember well an experience I had in the early days of my 
occult work. An ethical problem presented itself in the group 
T was training, and I had to decide whether it was better to 
allow the'transgressor to remain in the group in the hope of a 
possible redemption, or to say, ‘‘ There are certain things which 
are incompatible with occult work, and if you do these you 
must go." t»was a difficult problem. I was very reluctant 
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to takea step which might result in pushing a soul out into dark- 
ness, and equally reluctant to risk having the sphere of my 
group tainted. In my perplexity I laid the problem before the 
Masters, and the still small voice came through to the inner 
consciousness: ‘‘ Invoke the Sacred Name of Jesus, and let 
that which cannot abide depart." This I did, with extraordinary 
results. The person concerned seemed unable to endure the 
sound of the Name, it seemed to produce an unendurable exas- 
peration, and the problem was speedily solved by a voluntary 
withdrawal. The mantric effect of the use of the Sacred Name 
of Jesus was such that anything impure seemed unable to with- 
stand its vibrations, and had to take refuge in flight. 


This Name is the supreme Word of Power of the West when 
used with knowledge. Whenever any moral evil has to be dealt 
with in a group, the Power of the Name of Jesus is a universal 
solvent. When confronted by such a problem do not attack 
it with rebuke, but constantly keep before the eyes of the delin- 
quent the ideal of the Divine Life lived in Galilee and say, 
“Look at this, and see how such an action compares with 
it." One of two things will happen—either the deliquents will be 
humbled and regenerated, or cast forth as if by an explosion, by 
the persistent sounding of the vibrations of that Name. 

Let it be remembered, however, that it is only possible to use 
that Name of Power if we ourselves are attuned to the Christ- 
consciousness. If there is that in us which is incompatible, we 
too shall react to it. We can only let loose that force upon a 
soul when we ourselves have risen above any personal reaction 
to wrong-doing, when we honestly '' desire not the death of the 
sinner, but rather that he shall turn from his unrighteousness 
andlive." But there are times when, for the sake of others, an 
evil condition has to be put out of a group, and though it is no 
man's province to pass judgment on his brother, he may have to 
act as the instrument of justice. The decision and sentence, 
however, should always be left in higher hands. Let those, 
therefore, who are confronted by that problem, follow the advice 
that was given to me, and “ Invoke the Sacred Name of Jesus, 
and let that which cannot abide depart." No injury can be 
done to any innocent person by such a method of dealing with 
the problem ; and if he have the sparks of regeneration in him- 
self, they will be blown into flame. The Name of Jesus is inimical 
to nothing but impurity and evil. Invoke that Name upon a 
man ог a movement, and let It divide the wheat from the chaff, 
for It is sharp as a two-edged sword. 
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(The name and address of the writer, not necessarily for publication, 
is required as evidence of bona fides, and must in every case 
accompany correspondence sent for insertion in the pages of 
the Оссит REVIEW.—ED.] 


THE -SECRET DOCTRINE.” 
To the Editor of the OccuLT REVIEW. 


SIR, —In Mr. James Pryse's article entitled ‘‘ The Secret Doctrine," 
which appeared in the Canadian Theosophist, and was reprinted in the 
November number of the Theosophical Review, and which was com- 
mented on in a recent issue of your magazine, he claims that the charges 
made that the Editors of the third edition of The Secret Doctrine ‘‘ made 
unwarranted changes in the revised (third) edition of the S.D., tampered 
with the manuscript of the third volume, and suppressed the fourth 
volume, are wholly false, with no foundation whatever in fact." (Italics 
mine.) 


As one of those who helped in the work of comparing Mrs. Besant's 
Edition of The Secret Doctrine with the original, I can testify to the 
accuracy of the statement made by Dr. Stokes in the О. E. Critic of 
Oct. 21, 1921. He had received a letter from one who was doing this 
work, who wrote as follows: ‘‘ We have been checking Mrs. Besant's 
Third Edition of The Secret Doctrine against the original text. Itisa 
big task and takes time. So far, the comparison has been made of 
about four hundred pages of Vol. I, and that comparison shows more 
than eight thousand actual variations from the text of the original 
edition. . . ." It is true many of these changes are trivial, though 
there are some important omissions to which I willrefer later. Butin 
view of what Master К. H. wrote Himself concerning The Secret 
Doctrine, was any alteration of the original MS. justifiable by those who 
professed to believe in Masters and their devoted servant H. P. B. ? 
These are the Master's words: ''Every mistake or erroneous notion 
corrected and explained by her from the works of other Theosophists 
was corrected by me or under my instruction.” 


Further on in Mr. Pryse's article he states : ‘‘ No changes were made 
by Mr. Mead or by Mrs. Besant except such as should have been made 
in the original manuscript before printing." Even a casual examina- 
tion of the thousands of alterations made will not bear this out. How 
does this statement of Mr. Pryse's compare with the fact that any 
references by H. P. B. to Vols. III and IV as being practically com- 
pleted have been omitted by Mrs. Besant in the Third Edition? 
Here are the passages in parallel columag * 
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Preface: oviginal edition 
Vol I. 


Should the present volumes meet 
with a favourable reception, no 
effort will be spared to carry out 
the scheme of the work in its en- 
tirety. The third volume is entirely 
ready ; the fourth almost so. H.P.B. 

London, October 1888. 
(Italics mine, I. D.) 


Original Edition ; Vol. II. 


Page 437. 

In Volume III. of this work (the 
said volume and the IVth being 
almost ready) a brief history of all 
the great adepts known to the 
ancients and the moderns, in their 
chronological order, will be given, 
as also a bird's-eye view of the Mys- 
teries, their birth, growth, decay, 
and final death—in Europe. This 
could not find room in the present 
work. Volume IV. will be almost 
entirely devoted to Occult teach- 
ings. 


Original Edition : Vol.II. 


pages 797-8. 

These two volumes only consti- 
tute the work of a pioneer who has 
forced his way into the well-nigh 
impenetrable jungle of the virgin 
forests of the Land of the Occult. 
А commencement has been made to 
fell and uproot the deadly upas trees 
of superstition, prejudice, and con- 
ceited ignorance, so that these two 
volumes should form for the student 
& fitting prelude for Volumes III. 
and IV. 


Until the rubbish of the ages is 
cleared away from the minds of the 
Theosophists to whom these vol- 
wmes are dedicated, it is impossible 
that the more practical teaching 
contained in the Third Volume 
should be understood. Consequent- 
ly, it entirely depends upon the 
reception which Volumes I. and II. 


ah 


Original preface according to Mrs. 
Besant Third Edition; Vol. I. 


Should the present volumes meet 
with a favourable reception, no 
effort will be spared to carry out 
the scheme of the work in its en- 
tirety. 

(Omitted.) 
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London, October 1888. 
Besant Edition : Vol. 11. 
page 456. 


(This paragraph is entirely omitted.) 


Besant Edition : Vol. II. 


page 842. 

These two volumes only con- 
stitute the work of a pioneer who 
has forced his way into the well- 
nigh impenetrable jungle of the 
virgin forests of the Land of the 
Occult. А commencement has 
been made to fell and uproot the 
deadly upas trees of superstition, 
prejudice, and conceited ignorance, 
so that these two volumes should 
form for the student a fitting 
prelude for other works. 


Until the rubbish of the ages is 
cleared away from the minds of the 
Theosophists to whom these pages 
are dedicated, it is impossible that 
the more practical teaching contain- 
ed in the Third Volume should be 
understood. Consequently, it en- 
tirely depends upon the reception 
which Volumes I. and II. skall meet 
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will meet at the hands of Theosoph- at the hands of Theosophists. and 
ists and Mystics, whether these Jast Mystics, whether the last volume 
two volumes will ever be published, will ever be published. (Omitted), 
though they are almost completed. (Italics mine, I. D.) 

(Italics mine, I. D.) 


Does Mr. Pryse infer that H, P. B. should not in her original MSS. 
have made any mention of the remainder of her work? Obviously 
Mrs. Besant for reasons of her own treated these allusions to the 3rd and 
4th Volumes as unimportant details ; for, in her Prefaceto her Edition 
she states :—'' In preparing this edition for the press, we have striven to 
correct minor points of detail in literary form, without touching at all 
on more important details." (Italics mine.) . 

As there are those to whom Mme. Blavatsky's written word is no 
pledge of good faith, I will give the testimony of Dr. Archibald Keight- 


ley concerning the 3rd volume of The Secret Doctrine, as quoted by Mrs.’ 


A. L. Cleather on p. 75 of H. P. Blavatsky a great Betrayal. These 
words are written by one of whom Mrs. Cleather writes: '' Whose word 
I know to be unimpeachable, and who lived and worked with.H. P. B. 
at that time." She writes: ''Dr. Keightley wrote an account of 
Н.Р. B.'s manifold literary activities at this time, which appeared in the 
Theosophist for July 1889, in which he states that '' the Third Volume 
of the Secret Doctrine is in MS. ready to be given to the printers. (Italics 
mine. A.L.C.) It will consist mainly of a series of sketches of the 
great Occultists of all ages and is a most wonderful and fascinating 
work.” 

It is obvious that the Third Volume of The Secret Doctrine as given to 
the public by Mrs. Besant is not the one alluded to by Dr. Keightley— 
Where is the orginal ? 

To return to the alterations in the later Edition, I have these altered 
and corrected. volumes in my possession, and should be very glad 
to show them ёо any one who would care to call at my house to look at 
them. The disfigured pages reveal how terribly the orginal MS. has 
been tampered with, and would shock any unbiassed person even if it 
concerned the posthumous work of an ordinary writer. How much 
more shocking is such an act of vandalism in connection with The 
Secret. Doctrine, which was so largely inspired and corrected by the 
Master Himself ? 

Yours faithfully, 
22, Craven Hill Iona DAVEY. 
Bayswater, 
London W.2. 


BLAVATSKY AGAIN, 
To the Editor of the Occutt REVIEW. 


Sır, —Will you kindly permit me, on behalf of the BLAVATSKY 
ASSOCIATION, to comment upon Mr. Loftus Hare's letter in your 
last issue, and his previous review of Mr. Baseden Butt's book? 


[M 


CORRESPONDENCE IQI 


Mr. Hare’s “ review ” was so absolutely misleading, that I, for one, 
was puzzled to know what his real position and motive could be. I 
quite agree with Mr. Collings that it has hitherto been difficult to 
determine whether Mr. Hare was a philosophical doubter, or simply 
one of Madame Blavatsky’s “ detractors and veiled enemies.” He 
now comes into the open as an out and out sceptic; and I con- 
gratulate Mr. Collings on having thus “ drawn " him. 

But he certainly does not thus present himself in his “review.” 
He says definitely, “‘ My function here must be to support Mr. Butt 
on the fence.” (Italics mine.) Further, “ Again, I must decline to 
be the one to decide which of these five hypotheses should be adopted.” 


Now, in the first place, he entirely misrepresents Mr. Butt when 
he says that he is sitting on the fence ; and in the second place, his 
whole “review ” is asubtle and “ veiled " attempt to insinuate that 
Mr. Butt's work is wholly unfavourable to Madame Blavatsky. He 
says specifically : “ The book may be construed into a subtle attack 
on H. P. B. by her most ardent friends, if only from the freedom with 
which Mr. Butt has expressed his doubts." (Why friends?) And 
again: ''The author of this interesting book is by no means certain 
whether he is writing the history of a heroine or a pretender." 
Indeed! Let us see what Mr. Butt himself says. 


On page 218 we read: “ Оп reading these letters (Mahatma 
Letters) one feels more than ever that the theory of fraud is not only 
inadequate, but incredible. No finer vindication of Madame Blavat- 
sky can be imagined than these two volumes of letters,’’ On the 
previous page he says: ‘‘ These letters are important for many 
reasons. They throw a wonderful light on Madame Blavatsky’s life 
and character, and they go a long way towards establishing the reality 
of her occult powers." On page 266 he says: “ When, through 
patient study and research, we succeed in visualising Madame Blavat- 
sky as she really was, we see before us, not a charlatan, but a noble, 
an heroic soul, a supremely honest, clear-seeing woman, distinguished 
from most other modern benefactors of humanity by her superior 
glory." Readers may judge for themselves from these sentences 
what Mr. Hare's '' review ” is worth. 


I need not deal with Mr. Hare's “ passion for statistics," as pre- 
sented in his sixteen counts, in which he says “ the hypothesis of fraud 
is admitted." The hypothesis is not admitted in any of them. There 
is an “if” and a doubt in every case, except that given from page 243 ; 
and in that case Mr. Hare has deliberately cut out the sentences 
which express the doubt. 

“Statistics " indeed! Why does not Mr. Hare place the per 
contra against his sixteen counts? The reason is. already pretty 
evident ; but I will give the contra here. 


Mr. Butt continually uses such phrases as, “ strong evidence” 
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degrees of sensitivity. An egg is purely chemical matter and only 
when certain conditions arise can life ensoul it. If the egg be cooked 
or eaten, pain is not administered, although an opportunity for the 
expression of life in a form is lost. We must never confuse movement 
with what is generally meant by *' Ше.” 


Each of the four streams of life, viz., chemical, vegetable, animal 
and man are reaching out towards or developing, individuality, 
Man has become a conscious self. The other three streams are behind 
man at present, the animal kingdom only (besides man) having the 
extra vehicle which makes it possible to know “ Desire." Where there 
is a certainty of desire, the life ensouling the form is beginning to be, 
or has become, ''Individualised," and, of course, sensitised. This 
means that one step further and the animal kingdom will be composed 
of individuals and not, as now, of Groups. Therefore I conclude that 
Nature does give the Mystic and Occultist light and knowledge on 
the subject of abstention from flesh-eating. The question “ where, 
in the case of food, should the dividing line be drawn ? " is answered 
by the reply of Nature, who plainly shows that, above the vegetable 
kingdom, desire, which means partial and eventually complete 
individuality, is a fact, thus giving us the knowledge that by partaking 
of vegetables, cereals, fruits, eggs, etc., we do not interfere with “ life’ 
which is very near to mankind with his conscious self. 

Yours faithfully, 
Harry W. SMEDMORE. 


PERSONALITY AND INDIVIDUALITY. 
To the Editor of the Оссоіт REVIEW. 


Sir,—Your correspondent, Mr. Russell, fails to distinguish between 
“killing out," and ''losing," the personality—two widely different 
possibilities. When a person, by suitable training, rises above his 
personality, the Ego is not actually lost, but is built upon in such a 
way that the consciousness of an independent self disappears. The 
mind relegates it to the scrap-heap, and leaves in its place the con- 
sciousness of a machine which, though outwardly human, is really 
a connecting link between this and higher essences. Such ап indi- 


vidual should have access to power and knowledge of a special and 
exclusive character. 


Loss. of personality, on.the other hand, is a condition which comes 
about automatically as a result of sins against self. In our mental, 
hospitals are to be found many such cases. The victim, having lost 
the power to appreciate his existence, imagines he is some kind. of 
substitute, and may be obsessed with the idea that his real self is 
undergoing some terrible torment (possibly at the hands of a vivi- 
sectionist) in some other locality. This play upon mind by the 
elements of Nature is, no doubt, continued until the injustice to 
self has been atoned for. 


Yours faithfully, J. O. THAIN. 


TAX 


PERIODICAL LITERATURE 


PROFESSOR GILBERT MURRAY'S pregnant article on coming 
problems in THE Ніввект JOURNAL lies outside our subjects, so we 
can mention its importance only as a consideration of civilised war, 
trade-wars, the over-population of certain Oriental countries and 
the designed Bolshevik attack on Western civilisation. We are in 
the same position regarding Mlle Aline Lion’s study of Fascism, its 
beliefs and aims, which is based on first-hand knowledge ; and with 
several others, which occupy a minor place in the issue, as in essential 
consequence, Mrs. Liveing gives us a brief but moving and very 
beautiful account of the Curé d’Ars, his life, his work and influence. 
Mr. Joseph Needham professes Neo-Mechanism, and explains it in 
twenty pages as the mechanistic theory of life, but in liberation from 
scientific naturalism and making no claim on philosophical validity : 
it is affirmed to be “ the backbone of scientific thought in biology,” 
universal in applicability but “ restricted in essence." It is otherwise 
a method of scientific exploration, making no levy on value as meta- 
physical doctrine. and recognising, at least in the mind of its expositor, 
that things which do not fit into its scheme “ may be none the less 
valid for all that." It is to be inferred that we can be neo-mechanists 
in our biology and mystics in the sense of our relations between the 
soul and God. New Testament criticism is represented by Dr. Vincent 
Taylor’s examination of Professor Strémholm’s “ Riddle.” This has 
been a subject of reference previously in our pages, when giving some 
account of the alleged Apostolic and Stephanist sects and of the con- 
cordat supposed to have been reached between them. Dr. Taylor tends 
to conclude that the source of the supposed Riddle is not in the New 
Testament, not in Mark or Luke, but in the mind of Professor Stróm- 
holm—that, in fact, it has been “made in Sweden.” Professor 
Alexander’s essay on Theism and Pantheism demands of us an exami- 
nation which cannot be attempted here, and we do not propose to 
summarise. The question is whether the notions of Divine 
transcendence and Divine immanence can be combined, and the 
answer is in a decisive negative, that God cannot be “ at once the 
immanent and the transcendent ground of the world,” notwithstanding 
the opposite view of Ward and the widely-spread opinion which 
accepts that view. This laid down, there follows an attempt to indicate 
that outside both theism and pantheism there is another sense in 
which God both transcends and indwells. Making use of human 
analogy, “ Не is transcendent, as it were, in respect of His mind and 
immanent in respect of His body." It must be confessed that we 
do not understand clearly what is meant or see clearly how such an 
alternative presentation affords any real help. We have been'pro- 
foundly interested in Mr. W. J. iss short survey of Death and Resur_ 
1 


ee 


196 THE OCCULT REVIEW 


rection in their Ritual sense. The development of tragedy and comedy 
from Dionysiac or other Mysteries is familiar as a hypothesis, and the 
ceremonial origin of games is not of course new, though Mr. Perry 
offers some considerations on the subject with which we do not re- 
member to have met. But the point of our concern centres where we 
are reminded of the death and resurrection of the god in the “ dramatic 
performances " of Mystery Religions, and the affirmation is that the 
“initiate . . . enacted in his own person the mimetic performance 
of the sufferings of Dionysus or whoever it might Бе”: that is, he 
“went through the ritual process of death and resurrection." So far 
as competent research has proceeded, this was not the case at Eleusis, 
and the question is where it obtained and what is Mr. Perry's authority 
outside our knowledge of the Mysteries of Isis at Rome. These are 
late; but is there evidence anywhere earlier of the candidate acting 
as dramatis persona in chief of the emblematic pageant, of this being 
dependent on him for the doing and suffering—that is to say, the vital 
part. Professor Hans Driesch, writing on Modern Psychology and its 
Problems, affirms that Psychology is the science of the future, and that 
the British Society for Psychical Research “ has a large share of the 
merit of raising the study of telepathy, mind-reading, etc., to a scientific 
level.” That of America, we believe, has also earned its titles, and 
there is already an important record of activities to the credit of the 
Metapsychical Institute of France. We are concerned, however, with 
the article not because it recognises the value of current psychical 
research, but by reason of two statements which seem to us of great 
significance : it is said that “ the active soul is the unconscious founda- 
tion of the active conscious ego," while “ the acting of the soul is 
acting with direction to a goal whichis consciously experienced asorder. 
It is to be wished that Professor Driesch had developed these views, but 
his article is unfortunately very short. Mr. H. C. Foxcroft gives a 
history of mental healing, the subject being treated in a broad and 
tolerant spirit. Mr. Hugh Schonfield feels that in considering the 
* John and Jesus passages" in the Slavonic Josephus, "insufficient 
stress has been laid on the internal evidence of the Old Russian Josephus 
passages," many of which he proceeds to quote. He is disposed to 
think that the interpolated Christian references in Josephus were 
taken bodily from the Judza-Christian Josephus, t.e., Hegesippus, 
whose Memoirs of Christ and His Apostles survives only in frag- 
ments used by Eusebius. Mr.G. R. S. Mead reviews the phenomenon 
of "speaking with tongues” in Early Christendom, and confesses 
himself forced to conclude (1) “ that the Acts account is almost entirely 
an accommodation to later doctrinal necessity,” while (2) “ the original 
happening, if there was one, has now lost well-nigh every historical 
feature." There is an excellent bibliography at the end. 
THE THEOSOPHICAL REVIEW is to some extent a “ World Uni- 
versity ” number, for there is a leading article on the subject by 
Professor Marcault, who is to have charge of the English sub-centre 
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* The Curtiss Books” Solve the Riddle of Life—and After. 


REALMS OF THE LIVING DEAD 


By Dr. and Mrs. F. Homer Curtiss 
Founders of The Order of Christian Mystics. Authors of “ The Curtiss Books," etc. 
Waste no time with proofs. Written for those who know the facts’ 
but need the details explained. 
It gives a clear, scientific, satisfying and comforting explanation 
of all after-death conditions. It explains all psychic phenomena 
and all methods ot communion. Will remove all fear of the unseen. 
Enables students to master any condition encountered. 
Verified by the Authors’ years of personal experiences. 


“We can warmly recommend this volume—By far the most advanced book on the 
subject. —Knickerbocker Press, Albany, N.Y. 

'* A really notable contribution to the subject." — Toronto Sunday World. 

“My mentality was constantly being sapped by spirit influence attaching itself to me 
as a vampire and draining my vitality until I could hardly work. The pain in my head 
at times was agony and / would have committed suicide ere this just to get rid of the 
e it CE not been for what you say in Realms of the Living Dead about the fate of a 
suicide."—F, S. 

“The chapters on elementals and fairies are extremely interesting, and altogether 
our friends the Curtisses have given us a very valuable contribution for occult study.''— 
Editor, 4zoth Magasine. 


New Fifth Edition. Added Appendix on Narcotics. 
Price $2.50 post paid. 
Send for Catalogue of “ The Curtiss Books." (Clip this notice for further reference.) 
THE CURTISS PHILOSOPHIC BOOK CO., 
3510-R Quebec Street, N.W., Washington, D.C., U.S.A. 


The Society of the Divine Wisdom 


26 West Kensington Gardens, W. 14 (оол 
FREE PUBL 
LECTURES , BUDDHISM 
Miss Bothwell-Gosse 


Saturdays at 3 p.m. 


February 19th.—‘ India.” 

»  26th.—" The Coming of the Buddha." 
March 5. —“ The Noble Eightfold Path.” 
12th.— “ Mahayana Buddhism.” 
19th.—‘‘ Some Northern Sects.” 


” 


” 


STUDY COURSE: ‘‘ Simpler Aspects of the Wisdom Teaching,” 

Saturdays at 4.30. Subjects: " The Gods,” “Sevenfold Man,” 

“ The Seven Sleepers,” “ Тһе Path,” “ The Brothers,” “ Life After 
eath,” etc. 

Group for the Study of “THE SECRET DOCTRINE,” 


ondays at 8 p.m. 
Library Open to Enquirers and Members, For full particulars apply above address. 
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HOW I CURED MYSELF 
BY FASTING 


Being the Marvellous Story of a 
Fifty-two Days' Fast 


By the Rev. WALTER WYNN 
Author of © What will come to Pass ?” etc. 


The author here describes the marvellous curative 
effects of the simple act of fasting. His virile and forceful 
style tells even more convincingly than do his words of 
the exuberant energy and health which he has so 


miraculously found. 


1s. net 


RIDER & CO., PATERNOSTER ROW, E.C.4. 


If yousuffer from old-sigh t, near-sight, 
far-sight, or astigmatism, and the head- 
aches caused by these eye defects; if 
your eyes are weak and sore from strain 
or are affected in any way, don't neglect 
them or resort to spectacles, but send 
for our Eye Book. This explains all 
about “ EYES "—their functions, care, 
ills, and a simple inexpensive home 
treatment that has restored faultless 
vision to thor sands. 

Its action is a gentle massage that 
stimulates circulation and gradually 
restores the eye toits normal condition. 


Old-sight (Presbyopia) in particular is ї 


merely degeneration of theciliary muscle 


and the crystalline lens, and the Neu- ` 
Vita System revives normal refraction by Р 


restoring the circulation ап в then- 
ing the muscles. It is tly safe and 


absolutely harmless. Fiveminutes daily ` 
ender d 


will, in a short г = 
unnecessary. Every о! learn 
about their eyes and how to preserve 
their sight, and you can have a FREE 

y of this instructive book (published 
price 1/-) by sending your full name and 
Ке and enclosing four (abroad six 
oreign) postage stamps to pay expenses. 
Don't putit off. Send forit now, while 
itisin yourmind, Address: 


NEU-VITA (Dept, A.8), 


2-78, Central Bdgs., London Bridge, © 
'Lenden, SE. Enslamd. 


Just Out 
MADAME BLAVATSKY 
By G. BASEDEN BUTT. 10/6 net. 
RIDER & CO., Paternoster Row, E.C.4. 


. . 

Spirit Messages 

For all «who seek first-hand 
evidence on ‘this great question, 
'' Responda" offers a ready means 
of private investigation. It is just 
alettered card, and a pendulum so 
quickly responsive that practically 
every earnest enquirer gets results. 
Known mediumistic power is not 
essential to its successful operation, 
but any latent ''sensitiveness 
there may be will develop with 
practice, 

“Wonderful Results" _ 

Mrs. K. B., Kensington, ordering 
for a friend, writes: '' Please send 
a ‘Responda’ to——. I, who write, 
have had wonderful results with $t, 
and have told many.” 


“RESPONDA” 


The Talking Card and Pendulum 
May be used for receiving messages 
from the Unknown, or for experi- 
ments in Mental Radio and develop- 
ment of the telepathic -— à 
ed Gilt-edged Bevelied Card 
with Репа 


orders, post d, 4s. 2d. Canada 
and U.S.A., mont paid, 1 dollar. 
Direct only from 


R. A. ROBSON, 
24 Fairfax Rd, London, W.4,Eng, 
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and its headquarters in London. He explains that it is “the Uni- 


versity of this new age," so that we know where we are in respect of 
belief and claim. We understand further that it is to be a teacher of 
unity, of the “ science of the One Life," and this commands our sym- 
pathies, subject to the particular interpretation of these talismanic 
terms. Being unacquainted with him otherwise, we are glad also 
to see the Professor’s portrait as a frontispiece and to receive its 


'suggestion of an атіаЫе ара pleasant personality. But perhaps after 


all our chief interest is to note the opportunity afforded for a way of 
escape at the moment from more burning questions and the conflict 
of views thereon. They can evidently be left over, and the Review's 
notes of the month can devote their sanity and insight to forecast 
“Theosophical progress” from an university point of view, even if the 
scheme at present is “only in embryo." Ме are told that its three 
great centres will be in Holland, India, and at Sydney, our own country 
—with an unobtrusive location in the familiar Brompton Road—being 
regarded apparently as in partibus infidelium. Professor Marcault 
is described as an idealist, “ а man of large vision and stedfast pur- 
pose." . .. Among other of the chief official organs, THE THEOSO- 
PHIST, THEOSOPHY IN INDIA, and THE MESSENGER of Chicago avoid 
all matters of debate: so also do THE CANADIAN THEOSOPHIST and 
TORONTO THEOSOPHICAL NEWS, in view of Mrs. Besant’s visit to the 
Dominion and her friendly communications on that occasion. . . . 
There remains THE HERALD OF THE STAR, and not being well instructed 
on the “‘ Liberal Catholic Church " and its officers, we make acquaint- 
ance with one who is for us a new bishop of that rather dubious 
hierarchy, namely, Mr. Montgomery Brown. A sermon by him seems 
to be reported at full length, or occupies at least some nine columns, 
without mentioning where or when it was delivered. Possibly it 
has yet to be preached. In any case, it is based on those words of 
Christ, “І come not to destroy but to fulfil," which were reproduced 
imitatively by the “ Great Voice ” at Ommen on a memorable occa- 
sion; and the noticeable point is that in such a magazine as THE 
HERALD the Bishop of such a Church as the “New Catholic " should 
find it possible to discourse on this subject without mentioning the 
" Great Voice" or the Theosophical Messiah. It is otherwise with 
Mr. C. Jinarajadasa, Vice-President of the Society, who has seen “the 
face of the Lord " and tells us all about it in a fore-front article. To be 
exhaustive, he has beheld “the wondrous mystery revealed “ оп two 
occasions, once when-''Krishnaji was playing . . . in the open in 
Sussex," and once when the Vice-President was reading aloud to the 
boy and his brother. There is no light on dates, but we are assured 
(т) that “ not a line of Krishnaji's face was changed " and yet (2) 
"there was such.a change as it is utterly impossible to describe.” 
The verbal dilemma is impassable: “ І can only say it was the Face 
of the Lord,” adds Mr. Jinarajadasa. It seems pitiful to publish such 
incidents of subjective experience as if they could count for evidence ; 
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but worse than this is the certainty that they will lead to pious jubilation 
among believers. . . . There is still no official explanation of Mrs. 
Besant’s absence and also that of Krishnaji from the Benares Con- 
vention ; but the LIBRARY Critic of Washington cites the Santa 
Barbara Daily News as stating that both are remaining “ indefinitely ” 
in California, lecturing and travelling not being part of the scheme. 
The Critic recurs to the now prevalent rumour that the young man 
is in ill health and reminds us that his brother “ died of tuberculosis 
despite the endless care and money expended on his behalf.” If 
this has any foundation, we can understand the desire to keep the fact 
secret, seeing what issues are at stake. We are, however, in a field of 
speculation and turn therefore in another direction, but without 
leaving the Critic. It reprints from THE Boston SUNDAY Post a 
letter written—apparently to that journal—by Mr. Krishnamurti, 
otherwise Krishnaji, “ the authenticity of which is vouched for and 
has not been disputed.” On this understanding, it enables us to see 
where we are in respect of his personal claims. (1) When he affirms 
that “ I am the Messiah,” as it seems that he does admittedly, his 
status is that of Jesus, who was not Christ, but “ offered Himself to 
Christ, the spirit, to function," and “administered the spiritual 
function." (2) “ Likewise I, Krishnamurti, in the fulfilment of 
Christ's prophecy, will reveal His message as a world-teacher." (3) 
“He said He would be with us again, soon. To-day He is with 
us...,atthis moment." (4) “I, in whom He manifests Himself, 
come to those who are sad," etc. (5) “ I come not as a disciple of 
Him, but as the Master Himself." (6) “ I am not His apostle, but I 
am He who promised to return.” The last sentence is notable and is 
summarised in the decisive words “ I am He,” apart from all qualifica- 
tions. As expressed, they are not and cannot be limited to the occa- 
sions when he speaks or acts as an alleged vehicle. He is the fullness 
manifested of the Christ, who is Krishna and the rest. Such is the 
claim, and from the mush of the message we gather that Messiah 
Krishnamurti does not come “‘toattack sin,” which “does not approach 
the mind or body that is pure.” From this it would follow that he 
does not come to the unclean or to sinners; but it happens, to con- 
found the issues further, “ that there is no sin," whence it cannot 
“attack ” anything, and “ all things are beautiful," whence nothing 
is unclean. In the name of sense and reason, we may well ask to be 
delivered from such a “ vehicle " and from the kind of Master who, 
ex hypothesi, has chosen him. But perhaps in due course the letter 
will be declared a forgery : it would seem to be the only refuge. 

M. Jollivet Castellot has been telling us through the mooris and 
the years, more especially in LA Коѕе Crorx, that he has transmuted 
metals, and can do so ever and again. It is not impossible, and pre- 
sumably he ought to know. We expressed our sympathy therefore, 
now long ago, when Sorbonne professors would not let him “ come and 
do it," not even—we presume—in their own alembics and the rest of 
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The Magnetic Girl 


HOW SHE COMPELS OTHERS TO OBEY HER WILL 


Simple Method that Anyone can Use to Develop the Dormant 
Mental Faculties, the Powers of Personal Magnetism, 
Memory, Concentration, Will-Pow:r, and to Correct Unde- 
sirable Habits through the wonder-science of Suggestion. 


“To Uplift and Benefit Mankind ” 
says Rev. James Stanley Wentz. 


Psychology Foundation Distributes Free | 
Book describing Unique System Which | 
Has been Tested by Scores of new Students | 
Who Report Astounding Results. — | 


“ The Wonderful Power of Personal Influ- | 
ence, Magnetism, Fascination, Mind Control, 
call :t what you will, can surely be acquired 


by everyone no matter how unattractive or ' 


unsuccessful,” says 
Mr. Elmer Ells- 
worth Knowles, 
author of the new 
book entitled 
“The Key to the 
Development of the 
Inner Forces." The 
book lays bare 
many astounding 
facts concerning 
the practices of the 
Eastern Yogis, and 
describes a unique 
System for the de- 
velopment of the 
dormant mental 
faculties, Personal 
Magnetism,’ Mem- 
ory, Concentration 
and Will-Power. 
The System has 
received recom- 
mendations from 
the Press, the 
Clergy, the Medi- 
cal Profession and 
from scores of men 
and women in all 
walks of life. 
Within the past 
few years the 
wonder - working z} 
Science of Suggest- ду 


utility lies in the fact that millions of men ard 
women from the ordinary walks of life have 
actually accomplished remarkable things in 
their own lives and affairs through the practice 
of suggestion — and millions more are to 
enjoy its blessings. : 

“Rich and poor alike benefit by the 
teachings of this wonder-science," says the 
author of ** The Key іо the Development of the 
Inner Forces." Не declares that any person 
who wishes to achieve greater success has but 
to apply the simple rules and that thousands 
of men and women are ignorant of the ease 
with which their latent forces may be 
strengthened ; un- 
conscious that they 
too can quickly 
learn to wield the 
great powers of 
suggestion and 
personal influence. 

10,000 copies of 
“ The Key to the 
Development of the 
Inner Forces” are 
being distributed 
broadcast free of 
charge. The book is 
full of photograph- 
ic reproductions 
showing how these 
unseen forces are 
being used all over 
the world and how 
thousands upon 
thousands 


developed powers 
which. they little 
dreamed they 
possessed. 

If you wish а сору 
of Prof. Knowles' 
book simply writea 
short letter stating 
that you would like 
a free copy of “' The 


; Key to the Develop- 
е ular stage favourite who won her laurels еу 
а her Personality, Miss Davis "пі of the Inner 


ive thought has declares that Psychology offers the golden key of Forces.” Send your 


been overwhelm- 
ingly established as 


a real tangible force that can be employed 
by anyone who will take the pains to under- 
stand its simple laws, a 

Hard-headed "business men, physicians, 
scientists and all grades of society have been 
forced to pay respect to this great human 
force ; but t 


е most striking proof of its 


opportunity to all. 


full name and ad- 
dress plainly print- 
ed in block letters. Address your letter to: 
Psychology Foundation ,(free Distribution 
Dept. 529), no 18, rue de Londres, Brussels, 
Belgium. If you wish you may enclose 3d 
(stamps of your own country) to pay postage, 
etc. Be sure to put sufficient postage on 
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REVIEWS 


REFLECTIONS FROM SHAKESPEARE. By Lena Ashwell. London: 
Hutchinson and Co. (Publishers), Ltd. 215. net. 


AT the beginning of the seventeenth century, says Miss Lena Ashwell, 
Britain had the choice between the Way of Shakespeare and the Way of 
Bacon. The way of Shakespeare she characterises as the Way of the 
Intuition, leading us on to spiritual heights. The Way of Bacon is the 
Way of the Intellect, which leads to the conquest of science and material 
prosperity. This is the Way that Britain chose; and, broadly speaking, 
the result has been the creation of the British Empire. 

Is this distinction a fanciful one ? Perhaps so, but at least none of us 
will dissent from Miss Ashwell's plea that the time has come for us to 
renounce the pursuit of mere material things and to set our feet firmly on 
the path of the spiritual life. And there will be, I believe, few earnest 
students of Shakespeare's dramas who will disagree with Miss Ashwell's 
view that the more deeply Shakespeare is studied, the more clearly he 
stands forth, not only as our greatest dramatist, but also as a great spiritual 
teacher. 

It is realy from that standpoint that these Reflections, originally 
delivered as lectures, have been written. But they also naturally deal 
with Shakespeare from the point of view of the actor, which, in one sense, 
is more important than any other. If Shakespeare has a great spiritual 
message for mankind, it is mainly through the actor, as interpreter, that 
the message must be given. The responsibility on the actor, therefore, is 
correspondingly heavy. ; 

To readers of this Review, the last chapter on “ The Tempest " will 
probably appeal most of all. To Miss Ashwell the play represents Shake- 
speare's last testament, “ in which he bequeaths to mankind the almost 
illimitable wealth of his spiritual treasure," for she is a firm believer in 
the theory that it is a Mystery Drama showing forth, as in a glass darkly, 
the successive initiatory stages of the traveller on the Path. It must be 
admitted that the internal evidence for a mystical interpretation of the 
play is almost overwhelming, even if one does not go the whole way with 
Miss Ashwell in every detail. There are sufficient indications in it, at 
least, to justify the contention that in this—his last play— Shakespeare 
was not concerned only with the telling of a fairy story. What is actually 
behind the poetry and the magic of the play every student must decide 
for himself. P» 


REALMS OF THE Livinc DEAD (Fifth Edition). By Harriette Augusta 
Curtiss and F. Homer Curtiss. Washington, D. C.: The Curtiss 
Philosophic Book Co. Price $2.50. 

A SANER treatise on the After-Life would be difficult to find. Dr. and 

Mrs. Curtiss, founders of The Order of Christian Mystics, are perhaps world- 

famous for their teachings, and this work should enhance their already 

great reputation. Here we have a description of the life after death, 


written with considerable — а breadth of vision, which should 
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THE ORDER OF CHRISTIAN MYSTICS 


A world-wide non-sectarian spiritual movement for the pro- 

mulgation of a Cosmic and all-inclusive spiritual philosophy 

which gives a satisfactory and scientific explanation of every 
phase and condition of life here and hereafter. 

Monthly lessons and personal private correspondence on psychologica 1 
problems and experiences on the free-will offering plan. Send for free 
pamphlet and book catalogue. 

F. HOMER CURTISS, B.S., M.D., Secretary, 


P.O. Box 556, SAN FRANCISCO, CALIFORNIA. 


THE HERALD OF THE STAR 


The International Organ of the Star in the East. 
A monthly survey of the idealistic movement of our times: Social, 
Educational, Religious, Humanitarian, etc. 

“The Herald of the Star" is conspicuous among contemporary 
periodicals for its loftiness of tone and the largeness of its outlook. 
Price 1/- (posted 1/2). Annual subscription 12/- (postage 1/6 extra). 
U.S.A.—Single copies 25 cents. Annually 3 dollars 50 cents posted. 


Specimen copy free on application. 
Published at the office of the 
HERALD OF THE STAR, 6 Tavistock Square, London, W.C.1 


THE INTERNATIONAL PSYCHIC GAZETTE 


Send for The Monthly Home Magazine of Spiritual- 
ism and Psychical Research. Price 6d, 
trom all newsagents, or from the publishers 
copy. (Post Free 7/- per annum) : 


INTERNATIONAL PSYCHIC GAZETTE, LIMITED, 
69, High Holborn, London, W.C.1 


FREE—This startling Booklet 
“MASTERY OF DESTINY” 


This remarkable illustrated booklet points the way to your true Kingdom of Life 
as revealed in the age-old Rosicrucian Teachings. It draws the veil from the infinite 
realm of mind and spirit and explains how you may assume command over the cosmic 
forces that materialize success, happiness, health. If you would free yourself from 
doubt, fear, worry, ill-health and all the shackles of the material world, you should send 
for * Mastery of Destiny” to-day and learn how you may receive personal instruction 


by correspondence in the Rosicrucian Teachings. 
SOCIETAS ROSICRUCIANA IN AMERICA, Dept. 3, 
Р.О. Box 420, CITY HALL STATION, NEW YORK, N.Y., U.S.A, 
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to seek after God: the active and the passive. With vigorous pen the 
author describes the joy of utter surrender to God, of the yielding of the 
personal will to the Highest, and of the exquisite rapture in killing out 
everything which hampers the soul's progress on its long journey. 

This mystical work needs to be slowly conned over, for only then will 
the precious truths which it contains be revealed. 

Both Miss Marston, who has translated this work from the French, and 


the publishers are to be congratulated in having brought out this new 
edition. The book is spiritual food indeed. 


Joun EARLE. 


THE KABBALAH UNVEILED. Translated into English from the Latin 
Version of Knorr von Rosenroth, and Collated with the original 
Chaldee and Hebrew Text by S. L. MacGregor Mathers. Fourth 


Impression. London: Kegan Paul, Trench, Trubner & Co., Ltd. 
Price 12s. 6d. net. 


Tur authorship of the Zohar, that storehouse of Kabbalistic learning and 
imagination, is still matter of dispute. Modern scholarship tends to regard 
the book as the work of one, Moses de Leon, who flourished in the thirteenth 
century anno domini, and hid his light (for very good business reasons) 
under the bushel of pseudonymity, ascribing the work to Rabbi Simon-ben- 
Jochai (a.p. 70-110) as scribe, to the Deity as author. Certain is it that 
the Zohar first saw the light of day about this period ; certain, too, is it that 
whoever wrote it was strongly under the influence of Neo-Platonism. Not 
certain, however, is the degree to which the book contains the mystical 
traditions of Judaism and how far its author made use of sources other 
than his own fertile imagination in compiling it. I believe it does contain 
many curious speculations, and ideas which can at least claim great anti- 
quity, though whether this is any guarantee of their utility is another 
question. 

Nevertheless, whatever may have been the origin of the Zohar, its import- 
ance as measured by its influence on the development of occult philosophy, 
cannot be gainsaid. A complete translation in English of the whole work 
(if indeed this jumble of books can be called a whole) is badly necded. 
Meantime students must rest satisfied and will certainly be grateful for this 
re-issue of Mather's translation of part of Rosenroth's Kabbala Denudata. 
The book has been out of print for some time and second-hand copies have 
been fetching high prices. Unfortunately Mathers—or le Comte de 
Glenstrae, as he liked to call himself in France—although not lacking in 
erudition, was one of the most uncritical of men. In his Introduction he 
solemnly quotes from Ginsburg, as though it were this author's opinion, 
which of course it was not (according to Ginsburg, Moses de Leon wrote 
the Zohar), a passage in which the traditional origin of the Kabbalah is 
outlined, according to which it was first taught by God to his angels, and by 
them communicated to mankind. Mathers also was one of those curious 
persons who thought that what was immodest in English was not so in 
Latin, so he retains certain passages in “ The Greater Holy Assembly ’ 
dealing with sexual symbolism in the latter tongue, explaining in a footnote 
that they will be “ equally intelligible in that language to the ordinary 
student,” a statement which if true would equally apply to the whole of 
Rosenroth’s book and render its translation unnecessary. 
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the SUPERNATURAL by May Sinclair, 
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“ Тһеѕе are real spook tales, warranted to raise the hair of the most 
sceptical. Writers include May Sinclair, Hugh Walpole. Mrs. Belloc 
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"Quite the best bedside book that has appeared this year . 
most terrifying . . create an atmosphere on the first page so 
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`* А real hair-raiser Sixteen new stories— weird and uncanny—oi 
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(Founded 1887.) 
Price Twopence. 


Madame Worth 


(Mrs. Bloodworth) 


Gives helpful advice on spiritual and 
material matters, from the view-point 
of the New Psychology, assisted by 
her remarkable psychic powers. 
Interviews daily from 2 p.m to 6 p.m. 
Mornings by appointment only. 


Fees from 10/6. 
Advice by letter from 5/-. 


42a Connaught Street, Hyde Park, 
onden, W.2. 


Lady of wide experience and sym- 
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SION, MENTAL or SPIRITUAL 
DIFFICULTIES, etc. 

АП replies personally written, and 
strictest confidence guaranteed. Ordinary 
Consultation Fee, 7s. 6d. (P.O.), with 
addressed envelope : ** H,” c/o ** Occult 
Review,” 33-36 Paternoster Row, E.C.4 


Lectures and 


Demonstrations, 
At Homes, 


Drawing Room Test Medium. 
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etc. 


The popular Spiritualist Paper with the large circulation is 
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Edited by ERNEST W. OATEN. 


Subscription Rates: 12 months, 10/10 ; 6 months, 5/5 ; 3 months, 2/9. 
We hold the Largest Stock of Books on Psychic 
and Spiritualistic Subjects in the Kingdom. 


"THE TWO WORLDS" PUBLISHING COMPANY, LTD. 
18 CORPORATION STREET, MANCHESTER. 
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Clairvoyante and Clairaudient London, S.W.1. 
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Post Free, 2id. 
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Diploma Courses in Phren- 
ology, Physiognomy, 
Palmistry, Clairvoyance, 
Psychometry, Mediumship, 
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British Psychological Institute, 


15 VERNON STREET, BOLTON, 
ENGLAND. 


Are You Making the 2 
Best of Your Life 


Or do you only recognise an oppor- 
tunity when it has passed? 

To save future mistakes send for an 
Astrological Horoscope. 
Horoscope with three years’ directions, 5/- 
Detailed readings, 10/- and 20/- 
Hand reading, 5/- 
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Miss A. BULL, 36 Shaftesbury Avenue, 
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St. James's, 


GERRARD 8094. 


carefully calculated. —Strai ghtforward 
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However, as I have said, failing a complete translation of the Zohar, a 
re-issue of Mather's book is exceedingly welcome, and Messrs. Kegan Paul 
have earned the thanks of all students. 


H. S. REDGROVE. 


THE Book oF THE TEN MASTERS. By Puran Singh, With a Fore- 
word by Ernest Rhys. Demy 8vo. pp. 153. Published by 
Selwyn & Blount Ltd. Price 7s. 6d. 

BETWEEN the pleasant yellow covers of this book we may find enshrined, in 

prose and verse of deep feeling and fervent aspiration, the stories of the ten 

masters who founded, with their disciples, the great Sikh religion. From 

Guru Nanak, we pass to Angad and Amardas, to Ramdas and Arjun Dev, 

Har Gobind and Har Rai and Har Krishan, and at last to Tej Bahadur and 

Gobind Singh, last of the ten great masters. Delightful are these parables, 

full of mystic art, set in verbal jewels that glow within the imagination like 

fire. Puran Singh, having a great subject, has become a great writer. His 
rendering of the extracts, all too few, leap to the heart in vivid lines of 
instant joy. From the Hymn of Salutations is : 


I salute Him Whom none can name, 

Whom none can enshrine in clay, 

The Pure Being, the Spirit of Eternity, 

The Beauty of Life past all measures ! 

The Iridescent Soul : beyond all colour, and raiment and caste, 
and race ; 

Whom even the gods name by not naming, and so do the tiny blades 

of grass praise Him! 

My salutations to Him, the Naked, through the colour and clothes 

of His Creation ! 


The direct and splendid simplicity of this free verse rendered from the 
Разат Grantham must be studied to be enjoyed to the full. In the Songs 
of Arjun rings the authentic note of the Psalmist : 


Fair God, how beautiful is Thy face, and how deep and sweet 
the melody of Thy voice ! 

Ages, not days, have gone by, and the Chatrik has had no drop 
of nectar. 


Blessed is the land where Thou dwellest ! 
W.G. R. 


Lire WortH Livinc. “ Messages from a Husband in Spirit Life to 
His Wife on Earth.” By F. Heslop. London: Charles Taylor. 


Price 15. 64. 
Tuose who have enjoyed Mrs. Heslop's touching work, “ Speaking Across 
the Borderland,” will welcome cordially this further volume of Messages, of 
which she is the intermediary. It is intended especially for that large and 
increasing number of eager inquirers, who perhaps may not have either the 
means or the leisure to investigate extensively, or avail themselves of the 
more expensive literature on this enthralling and vital subject. Mrs. 
Heslop explains simply how her husband a “ very Highlander," makes 
known to her his presence and his thoughts. Life and work as known to 


ee 
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him in the Beyond, and conveyed to her through the wonderful bond of 
sympathy, are detailed briefly in these attractive pages. Those of us who 
are also “ very Highlanders " can enter specially into the realisation that 
(“ John's " own words) : “ Granted that you are a suitable subject for this 
intercourse, it is the greatest joy and comfort to be able to come once more 
into touch with the loved ones vho have passed to this side," 

Ерїтн К. HARPER. 


THE Орех Door то PsvcuoLocy. By M. W. Welborn, London: 
The Rally Publishing Office, 28, Denmark Street, W.C.2. Price 6s. 


“ We are here to express universal love to one another," writes Mrs. M. W. 
Welborn, in the preface to her latest book, which comes as a pleasant 
successor to her much appreciated work, “ The Universal Telephone." 

Our real life, the life of the soul, is that which links us up with the 
Divine Mind—what W. T. Stead called “ The Power-house of the Uni- 
verse "—and the more we keep in touch with this universal Dynamo by 
realising our oneness with it, or, in simpler words, by Constant Prayer, 
the stronger and more effectual is the electric current or Life Force, and 
the more surely and radiantly does it express itself in our outward life 
and circumstances, and in our dealings with those around us. Such is 
the practical Psychology which Mrs. Welborn elaborates throughout the 
ten chapters of the present volume. She concludes her third chapter, 
entitled ‘‘ Practical Psychology," with this unimpeachable advice: 

“We cannot too often affirm that breaking the Law of God means 
suffering for both mind and body, since the body reflects every mental 
condition. But, when we have failed, the only wise and effective thing 
to do is to turn to God for help to amend our ways. Speak through the 
Universal Telephone; God hears and answers prayers. God is no re- 
specter of persons; ‘Ask and ye shall receive.’ Ask with an under- 
standing mind, which is the open door to Practical Psychology." 

Ерітн К. HARPER. 


OccuLtisM кок BEGINNERS. By William Н. Dower, M.D., Cali- 
fornia: Halcyon Book Concern. Price 35 cents. 


Tuis little volume consists of a series of fifteen lessons set forth with clarity 
and understanding. The author fully explains the modus operandi whereby 
the student can train himself to get into touch with fundamental truths— 
which to the majority are as a sealed book. Dr. Dower's main purpose 
has been to show that, starting from material ground, man is made in the 
image of the Divine Creator, and that there is exact correspondence 
between the Heavenly and the terrestrial Man and Forces. Once these 
fundamental principles are fully comprehended, the Cosmos and all 


Nature becomes a Book of Knowledge and Wisdom. 
LAMBDA. 


Tur Book or REVELATION. With a Foreword by Ernest H. Short 
and Plates by Albrecht Dürer. London: Philip Allan & Co., 
Ltd. Price 8s. 64. 

Tuis is a volume of utmost artistic appeal, with its beautiful printing 

and production, its jacket imitating a colourful old Ind-paper, its finely- 
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can be yours. No matter what your age, 
present health and other conditions may 
be, you should send for 

AN AMAZING FREE BOOKLET 


women the way to a more healthier, happier 
and successful life. 
Universal Institute of Psychology, 
MOON|SUCCESS 
If you work with nature in all 
S I С N affairs, the ** Moon Sign Book '' 
B 00 K tells how, what and when to do 
things for best results. Scien- 
tific, practical. 21st annual edi- 
upon request. Murdell Publishing Co., 3006 D 
7th Avenue, Los Angeles, Galif., U.S.A. 
—— a 
PSYCHIC IMPRESSIONS from hand- 
Postal Order for 2/6. More extended 
reading 5/-. Stamped envelope 
appreciated. Address, Phyllis, M. 
field. Advice by post only. Mention 
Occi: lt Review. 
Reader of the Future 
whether married or single. Fee 2s. 
(postal order). Address: 
Mrs, RADCLIFFE, 
М.А., OXON. 
Will cast your horoscope for ros, and give delinea- 
solar revolution: all transits and every variety 
of predictive pointers carefully calculated. Indi- 
vidual judgment guaranteed, 

The * AFU-RA" CHAPTER of 
THE BROTHERHOOD OF LIGHT 
has now been formed in London. 
Evening at 8 p.m., at 6 Bishops Road, Paddington, 
London, W. (half minute from Paddington Station). 
A copy of the Constitution and Rules and list of 
President, 97 Ledbury Road, Bayswater, London, 

WW. if 

Regulus, Astrologer 
With two years’ advice, 10s, 6d, 

Time, Date, Flace of Birth and Sex 

required. If married, date of same 

93 COWGATE STREET, NORWICH. 

MRS. S. FIELDER 
Clairvoyante, Psychometrist. 

excepted, Psychometry by post (send 
Lirth date and stamp) from 2/6, 

29 Fairbridge Road, Upper Holloway, near 


which has shown thousands of men and 
6, Victoria Street, Manchester, W. 
(Planetary Daily Guide for ali) 
tion, 128 pages, price $1.00. Full information 
writing, photos, or small article. Send 
Tate, 170 South Street, Park, Shef- 
State age, sex, colour of eyes and hair, 
Sway Wood, Sway, Hampshire. 
tion. Alsoif desired, fuller delineation : direction: 
Send for form to 24 Rowsley Avenue, N.W.4. 
— ÀÁÀÁÁ  Ó—— € 
Public Meetings are now being held every Friday 
Lessons issued on applicationto P. S. Heru-Ka, 
Map and brief judgment, 5s. 
for correction purposes. 
Interviews daily, 2 to 8. Saturdays 
Highgate Tube, N,19. "Phone ; Mount View 4863 


MADAME JEANE CAVENDISI 
The Gifted Psychic and Clairvoyante 


Interviews 11 to 8. 


Tangled lives straightened from 
Numbers, Names, and Planets. 


2 Nevern Road, Cromwell Crescent 
Earls Court, S.W. Kelvin 8415. 


aiso THE WORLD-RENOWNED 


KEIRO 


Palmist, Clairvoyant, Psychometrist. 
(25 Years in Regent Street,) 


Author of Practical Palmistry. 
Advice by Post 5/-. 


FATE. 


Obtain remarkable astrological study 
of your life by an expert. Post 1s. 
P.O., birth, date and stamped addressed 
envelope. No personal interviews. 
Unlimited unsolicited testimonials. 
Write to-day. You will be amazed. 


PROF. EUGENE BARTON, F.1.A.S. 
(Dept. SJ, 
13 Morley St., Ashley Vale, BRISTOL. 


A nn— 


Mrs. RANSOME, the well-known Healer 
and Psychic, gives Medical Diagnosis 
and Psychometrical Readings from 
small articles, relating to generaland 
other matters, 5s. Absent Treatment. 
Highly recommended. 86, Lynd- 
hurst Road, Hove, Sussex. 


HELEN, THE GREEK 


Writes up your former incarnation 
story tram photograph and birth- 
date. Occultand Mystic Lessons by 
correspondence. Fees 5/6 and 10/6. 
Address: c/o OccurT REVIEW, 
Paternoster House, London, E.C.4 


P. S. HERU-KA 
84 Kensal Road, London, W.10. 


ativities calculated and readings given on 
Saute, marriage, financial prospects, etc. 
Any questions answered. Time, da 15/6. 
place of birth required. _Maps from 4. 
Fees pre-payable. Genuineness guaran 


MRS, ANNETTA BANBURY 


The well-known Clairvoyante, Powerful 
Telepathist—Hear Clairaudiently. 


Advice daily on personal and general matters re 
quiring psychic aid by letter appointments only. 
Psychometry by post, fee 5s. Advice OM re 
Development of Mediumship Investigators. У 

for an appointment, Mrs. ANNETTA — , 
Minoru,” 3 Portland Place, Marine Parade. 

“Brighton, Sussex. 


№. 


v ——— —- 
~ 


| 
| 
f 
| 


REVIEWS 215 


published Diirer illustrations, and, of course, its superlative text in the 
poetic fire of St. John. 

It is interesting to the mystic to see Diirer’s imagination coupled with 
the original words which inspired him. The great master’s symbolical 
interpretations shew how deeply the emblem is rooted in the soul of man- 
kind. Humanity will never lose the system which animated and governed 
its prehistoric nursery. Just as the first families were patriarchal, in order 
to govern their herds with greater ease, and thus we have never entirely 
conquered this herd-sense fostered by our ancestral environment, so the 
totems and the picture-writings of our forefathers remain in our arts, 
our prophets and poets. The admirable volume under discussion displays 
this sensibility with startling clearness. The Revelations themselves are 
full of Rabbinic, Mithraic, Sanscrit and Egyptian origins, and speak a 
language comprehensible to all initiates from St. John, Simeon-ben-Yohai, 


Krishna and Ani to Eliphas, Levi, and other contemporaries. 
REGINA MIRIAM BLOCH. 


Tur House oF THREE Wiwpows. By Eva Gore-Booth. With a 
Portrait and Introduction by Evelyn Underhill. Longmans, Green 
& Co., 39, Paternoster Row, London. Е.С. 4. Price 3s. 6d. net. 


Eva Сове-Воотн, whose reputation as a poet is now firmly established, 
continues to speak to her many literary and personal friends through these 
beautiful posthumous poems. Her technique is the technique of sculpture 
applied to poetry, but the Soul of her art is Love and the universe conceived 
and expressed in terms of Love. The following poem, entitled The Third 
Angel, is a golden key to the King's palace : 


When Abraham met the Angels near his tent 

Clear eyes and wings divine shone out on him. 

Therefore the Rabbis named them Cherubim 

And Seraphim, God's life and truth divinely sent, 

And to their children's children told the tale 

How the great light shone through the mystic veil. 

These were the Two, but ah, the Third, The Third, 

His was the name ineffable, unknown, 

Not in the Tabernacle was that strange word 

Whispered, the name all names above ! 

The Angel known to Christ, to Christ alone, 

The Third great word divine, and strangest—Love. 
MEREDITH STARR. 


Looxinc Upwarp. By Emily A. Carter. London: Arthur H. 
Stockwell, Ltd. Price 2s. 64. 
Tuis little work, like many another of its kind, consists of ethical teachings, 
understood to be and described by the author as, messages given to her 
“ from beloved ones in the Glorious Summerland of God's Eternal Life 
and Love." The following excerpt is typical of the gentle and consoling 
atmosphere of the whole book : 
“It gives us greater courage in the struggle of life, and fills us with 
greater strength, helping us to realise that we are never alone, but con- 
stantly we have the companionship of Angels, and, according to our 
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aspirations, we attract unto us from the Spirit World those who can help 
us to climb the ladder of progress." 


And again : 


“ How beautiful is the Knowledge that angels are waiting to welcome 
each one of us when we leave this physical world for the greater Spheres 
of Spiritual activity, of which death is but the portal, since through 
this change we enter into a state of consciousness where we realise that the 
things of most importance are of the Spirit, and the things that have seemed 
so real to us are but empty dreams and pass away, often leaving us in a 
state of confusion through our ignorance in grasping the shadows for the 
realities.” 

These, and kindred sentiments, make up a cheerful everyday phil- 
osophy, and the book should appeal to many a not-too-critical reader. 
Here is a slogan for the New Year: 


“Do not wait for joys to come, 
Sadly pining by the way, 
Make the joys of heaven your own, 
Gather them from day to day.” 
Ерїтн К. HARPER. 


(THE Town THAT WENT TO SLEEP, AND OTHER RHYMES. Ву Е. 
Llewelyn Price. London: Claude Stacey, Limited. Price 
2s. 6d. net. 


Tue author has Vision of an exalted kind, but has not yet mastered tech- 
nique. Although her vision is universal, it is not sufficiently intense. 
When to Grace (inspiration) is added Power (intensity), her poems will 
be wonderful. 

She has the gift of making the past and present live imaginatively, 
like a pageant : S 


Knights in armour 
With pluméd crest, 
Shield on pommel, 
And lance at rest. 


There’s a mighty crush 

As the townsfolk rush 

'To watch in the narrow streets ; 
And the windows gaze 

In wide amaze 

As they hear the quick drum-beats. 


The shorter poems are much more successful than the long poem. Art 
is the reflection of life in form. In a successful work of art the idea 1s 
made flesh. And only then does the idea live artistically. 

Imaginatively, the best poem is “ Our Own Bit of Rome." Asa work 
of art, “ The Pack Mule Who Left Without Saying ' Good-bye ' ” is the 
best. 

MEREDITH STARR. 


